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THE CASE FOR DISPERSAL 


HE demand of many of our principal cities that 

better facilities for extension of their boundaries 
should be included in the present Town and Country 
Planning Bill, though not satisfied at the moment, has 
been promised consideration in the future. This 
demand, though based on the conditions as now existing, 
would nevertheless be materially affected by the sug- 
gested redistribution of those engaged in industrial and 
commercial occupations. This would in most cases 
remove people from the larger centres, particularly 
from London, to selected positions elsewhere, either 
newly chosen and planned, or existing towns which 
may be appropriately placed. Thus, if such a scheme 
were widely adopted the larger centres would have less 
need for expansion and the smaller ones might have 
more. 

The Report now issued bya committee of the National 
Council of Social Service,* is based on the following terms 
of reference: “To inquire into the social advantages 
and disadvantages of the dispersal from London and 
other great cities of the clerical, administrative and 
executive staffs and offices, or sections of staffs and 
offices of large business organisations and comparable 
organisations, not as a war-time measure, but as a per- 
manent arrangement, and to make recommendations.” 

This excludes from the study the subject of industrial 
redistribution which is of equal importance but which, 
though it has some links with administrative dispersal, 
involves so many other considerations that its inclusion 
would have confused the issue. These, as the Report 
states, may vitally affect the dimensions of the problem, 
but it was regarded as better to examine it only in 
respect of the location of clerical and administrative 
staffs of considerable size, whether or not attached to 
industrial organisations. 

The Report of the Barlow Commission stated that 
“the drift of the industrial population to London and 
the Home Counties . . . constitutes a social, economic 
and strategical problem which demands immediate 
action,” and the L.C.C. plan visualised the removal of 
half-a-million persons from the area it covered. The 
Barlow Report used the term “ decentralisation ” for 
the spread of people over a limited suburban area and 
“ dispersal’ for redistribution over one much wider. 
It is the latter course that is here under consideration. 

This, though a recognised possibility before the war, 
and one adopted to a limited extent in the U.S.A., has 
been made familiar to us through the steps taken by 
Government and some other important concerns as a war 
measure. From the economic standpoint there seems 
little doubt that such procedure could be justified, but 
this is not the sole consideration ; one that appears to 





“* Dispersal.” An inquiry made by the National Council of Social Service. 
Rennie Milford, Oxford University Press. 3s. 6d. 





exercise a much stronger influence is the general objec- 
tion of those who have been accustomed to living in or 
near a great city, and especially London, to a change 
of domicile. Despite all the disadvantages, greater 
expense, loss of time, lack of access to the countryside 
and other drawbacks, these are outweighed to the 
majority, not only by the attractions that such a centre 
offers, but also by its better accessibility from elsewhere 
and the choice it offers in respect of education,- health 
services, entertainments and some forms of social inter- 
course ; the only alternative which appears tolerable to 
this majority is a location from which such a centre 
is easily reached by rail or road in an hour or so. 

It is true that a substantial minority, which might 
be an increasing one, realising the advantages the towns 
of medium size offer, and the advances that make it 
possible to put them on a more equal footing with the 
larger centres, are prepared to accept a measure of 
dispersal, but at present this seems to be quite definitely 
a minority. Of course, such a verdict as this has been 
influenced to a large extent by unsatisfactory conditions 
due to the inevitable defects of war-time improvisations, 
and the comparison is not made between pre-war 
conditions and well-planned and well-organised dispersal. 

This makes more difficult the decision between the 
two alternative methods of providing for dispersal here 
reviewed. On theassumption that dispersal is desirable, 
would it be better to arrange for this at once, as well as 
might be practicable, so that those at present evacuated 
should pass on directly to the improved but similar 
system, or to allow of a partial drift back to pre-war 
conditions, thus allowing more time for a well-considered 
programme to be evolved? In the first case, the 
double change of domicile would be avoided, but the 
reorganisation demanded presents many difficulties 
under present conditions; while in the second, the 
natural reluctance to be twice uprooted would make 
the change more unpopular. 

The solution is really in the hands of the town-planner ; 
not only could he provide a well-devised programme 
which would tip the balance in favour of dispersal, 
but should this be declined he is in a position to make 
far-reaching improvements in the life of those occupying 
the great city. What is needed in either case is well 
recognised by those who have studied the subject in 
all its various aspects, their difficulty is not in providing 
adequate solutions, but in securing the support of the 
general public and the necessary administrative powers 
to enable these to be- implemented. Despite minor 
differences in the views of the various schools of thought, 
there is a broad unanimity on the main principles of 
planning, in both the economic and sociological aspects, 
and the real need is that these should be generally 
recognised. P| 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Sir lan MacAlister. 

Tue esteem and affection in which Sir 
Ian MacAlister is held by members of the 
R.1.B.A. were warmly shown at a weil- 
attended meeting held at 66, Portland- 
place on Wednesday week last, when Sir 
{an’s thirty-six years of service as Secre- 
tary were recognised by the presentation 
to him, by Mr. Percy Thomas, the Presi- 
dent, on behalf of the members of the 
Institute, of a cheque and an address, and 
to Lady MacAlister a silver rose-bowl. 
From the report of the proceedings which 
appears elsewhere in this issue it will be 
seen that, in addition to Mr. Thomas, the 
four living Past-Presidents, as weil as 
other representative speakers, paid elo- 
quent tribute to Sir Ian’s great qualities, 
not only as a secretary but as a man, 
It is difficult to think of the R.I.B.A. 
without Sir Ian; he seemed to have be- 
come part of the permanent fabric of the 
Institute, towards whose building up he 
has done so much, and whose policy he 
has watched over and directed with so 
much care, ability and success for so 
many years. It must be a great satisfac- 
tion to him to know that he has handed 
on to his successors a sound and vigorous 
organisation, bigger, stronger, and im- 
mensely more influential than that which 
he took over in 1907. We wish him many 
years of enjoyment of his well-earned 
Jeisure. 


War Damage Cost of Works. 

CrerTaIn matters of interpretation of the 
provisions of the War Damage Commis- 
sion’s pamphlet, ‘‘ Cost of Works ’’ (Form 
ROD.1), have been the subject of consulta- 
tion between the Commission and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. The following decisions were 
arrived at :— . 

Haulage.—For the purposes of Note (i) 
of paragraph 31 of the pamphlet, the rates 
charged for lorry hire shall not exceed 
those set out in a Ministry of Home 
Security circular (HSC 50/44), issued on 
April 29 last to Local Authorities. 

Sub-Contracts.—That. to paragraph 33 
of the pamphlet be added the words “‘ and 
in addition any work carried out by a 
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nominated sub-contractor,’ thus making 
the paragraph read : ‘‘ Sub-contracts cover 
work usually carried out by nominated 
sub-contractors such as asphalter, elec- 
trician, heating, ventilating and lift engi- 
neer and steel erector, and in addition any 
work carried out by a nominated sub- 
contractor.”’ 


The ‘‘ Arcon’’ House: Government Order. 

A contract for a substantial number of 
the ‘‘ Arcon ’’ temporary house, Mark IV, 
has been placed by the Ministry of Works. 
The house (a prototype of which is to be 
seen at the Tate Gallery site) has been 
designed by Messrs. Arcon, AA.R.I.B.A., 
81, Piccadilly, London, W.1. Messrs. 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 
Adrian-avenue, Southall, Middlesex, have 
been appointed by the Ministry as 
managing contractors and agents for the 
contract. 


Housing Schemes, Bagshot. 

Tue Housing Committee of Bagshot 
Rural District, Council invite applications 
from Registered Architects for appoint- 
ment in connection with their proposed 
housing schemes in Bagshot, Windlesham, 
West End, Bisley and Chobham. The 
architect or architects engaged will be re- 
quired to prepare layout plans, plans of 
houses, specifications and advise on ten- 
ders, supervise construction and in col- 








Thomas). 


The Presentation to Sir !an MacAlister being made by the President (Mr. Percy 
On the left is the Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey. 


(See facing page). 
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laboration with the Council’s Surveyor 
advise generally in connection with ‘the 
housing proposals. Applications, giving 
particulars of qualifications and experience 
should be sent to Mr. F. J. areham, 
Clerk of the Council, Council Offices, Bag: 
shot, Surrey, not later than Monday 
November 6. ; 


Oxhey Housing Scheme. 

Ir will be recalled that earlier this year 
a public local inquiry was held by the 
direction of the Minister of Health into 
the decision of the London County Coun. 
cil, in October, 1943, to acquire, compul. 
sorily, the Oxhey site at Watford for de. 
velopment as a cottage estate. The 
Minister has now confirmed the order, with 
minor modifications. 


Lectures on the Building Industry. 

A course of three extension lectures and 
discussions on ‘‘ The Principles of Organi- 
sation and Management as Applied to the 
Building Industry,” will be given at the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, _Keppel-street, | Bloomsbury, 
W.C.1, on Tuesdays at 5.30 p.m., begin- 
ning on November 14, by Mr. T. P. Ben. 
nett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., Hon. F.I.0.B. 
Hon. F.I.B.D. (late Director of Works in 
the Ministry of Works). 

Following is an outline syllabus of the 
course :— 

November 14.—I. Building—craft in. 
dustry in 1844-1894, complicated industrial 
organisation in 1944. The Burden of 
Legislation—compulsory and _ permissive. 
The Conception of a Building Scheme. 
An Industry of Virgin Projects. The Con- 
tribution of the Building Owner, the 
Architect, the Consulting Engineer, the 
Quantity Surveyor. 

November 21.—II. The Contribution of 
Main Contractor, Sub-Contractor, Agent, 
Foreman, Clerk of Works and Operative. 
The Organisation of Operations: Pro- 
gramme and Progress (a) before commence- 
ment of Contract ; and (b) on the Site. 

November 28.—III. Division of the Con- 
tract between Head Office and Site: (a) 
Architect; (b) Building Contractor. Site 
Organisation : (a) Information; (0) 
Material; (c) Labour and Welfare; (d} 
Sub-Contractors. Control of Time and 
Cost. 

The lectures are given with the co- 
operation of the Institute of Industrial 
Administration. Fees: For the course of 
three. lectures, 5s.; admission to single 
lectures, 2s. 


New Municipal Hall. 

Puans for a new municipal hall in Man- 
chester which may become a permanent 
home for the Hallé Orchestra are being 
prepared by the city architect. They 
may be embodied in the city’s compre- 
hensive post-war reconstruction _ plans. 
Accommodation will also be provided for 
a theatre and a cinema for the showing 
of educational films. 


An Architect’s Estate. 


Mr. C. E. Etcock, 
£7,922. 


From The Builder of 1844 

Saturday, October 26, 1844. Price 3d. 

Cuurcn Betts.—The Jrish Ecclesiasti- 
cal Journal informs the clergy that they 
can substitute cast-steel bars for the 
ordinary church bells with considerable 


F.R.LB.A., left 


advantage, as regards tone and cheapness. 


Any clergyman can procure for 30 shillings 
a bar of cast-steel producing a better tone 
than the ordinary small church bells which 
cost from 4. to 61. [The change is 
similar to that in modern repeating- 
watches. ]—Limerick Chronicle. 
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CEREMONY AT R.I.B.A. 


THE presentation to Sir Ian MacAlister, which had been 
postponed for nearly a year by reason of his accident, took 
place at the R.I.B.A. on Wednesday, October 18, when a 
large body of friends, which included all the living Past- 
Presidents, was present to see the President (Mr. Percy 
Thomas) present an address and cheque to the late Secre- 
tary, and a silver rose-bowl to Lady MacAlister. Later in 
the proceedings the Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey (High Com- 
missioner for Canada) conveyed to Sir Ian the Honorary 
Fellowship and the medallion which goes with that distinc- 
tion which had been conferred by the Royal Architectural 
Institute of Canada. 

in opening the proceedings, the Presipent said that they 
were met to pay honour to one who had been one of the out- 
standing personalities in the hundred years’ history of the Insti- 
tute. All regretted that the little ceremony had been so long 
delayed, but they were delighted that Sir Ian had recovered 
from his accident sufficiently to be present that day. The 
President continued :— 

‘‘ This is obviously an occasion when almost all of you would 
like to pay a tribute to ‘ Mac,’ but unfortunately time will not 
permit of that, and we have drawn up a little programme so 
that we can have the tributes from representative members of 
our Institute, with one exception : in the case of one class I am 
going to ask all the members of it to say a few words, that class 
being the class of Past-Presidents. I should think it is almost 
unique, but in this room at the present moment are all the living 
Past-Presidents of the Royal Institute. I feel I must ask each 
of them to say a word, because probably no one knows better 
than a Past-President the great service which Sir Ian has given 
to the Royal Institute. I now call upon our senior Past-Presi- 
deni, Sir Banister Fletcher.” 

Srr Banister Fiercuer, recalling some of the great things 
which Sir Ian had carried through in furtherance of the ideas 
of the Royal Institute in his 36 years as Secretary, said that in 
1910 Sir Ian carried out to a large extent the organisation of 
the Town Planning Congress of that year, which first publicly 
focused attention upon the importance of town and country 
planning. Following that, in fairly rapid succession, came the 
International Congress on Architectural Education in 1924, the 
amalgamation of the Society of Architects with the Institute in 
1925, the passing of the Registration Acts of 1931 and 1938, and 
the rebuilding of the headquarters, and the celebration of the 
centenary of the R.I.B.A. in 1934. There had been also many 
outstanding movements during Sir Ian’s secretaryship, including 
the organisation and the advance of architectural education, the 
fostering of the network of Allied Societies, and the organisation 
of the fine library we possessed there. ‘‘Sir Ian more than 
any other man has helped to build up on sure foundations the 
superstructure of this great imperial society, the Royal Institute 
of British Architects.’ 

Sir Gmzs Grieert Scorr said : ‘‘ We all know what the Insti- 
tute owes to ‘ Mac,’ as he is affectionately called. During his 
long term of office he has seen the Institute expand enormously, 
and a great deal of its increase in influence and prestige we 
owe to his energy and his marvellous personality, which has 
won many a battle in the past.’”’ He did not think anyone 
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Sir lan MacAlister Responding to the Tributes. 


LEFT TO RIGHT: MR. MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, RT. HON. VINCENT MASSEY, SIR IAN, THE PRESIDENT, MR, C. D. SPRAGG 
(ACTING SECRETARY) AND MR. L. SYLVESTER SULLIVAN. 


IAN MAcALISTER 


who had not acted as President could realise what a tower of 
strength he was in a somewhat difficult situation. He felt a 
special pleasure in paying his tribute to Sir Ian, because it was 
during his term of office as President that "His Majesty recog- 
nised Sir IJan’s long and valuable service to the Institute and 
all that the Institute stood for by conferring upon him the 
honour of knighthood. ‘‘I feel that this recognition was not 
only an honour to the outstanding personality of Sir Ian, but 
also an honour to the architectural profession as a whole.”’ 

Caprain H. 8. GoopHart-RENDEL said : ‘‘ I suppose that those 
whose labours bring them frequently within these walls must by 
now be getting accustomed to an Institute without Sir Ian 
MacAlister, but that is an idea which I at a distance find it 
hard to accept as a fact. Often on the barrack square my 
memory flits back to an art that used to exist, called architec- 
ture, and to the strenuous days when Sir Ian and I worked 
together in its service. When they tell me that the art survives 
I naturally picture Sir Ian in his room, keeping it in order. I 
think of the Institute’s many activities being watched by him 
in that ‘operations room,’ whence in the past have come plans 
of so many successful attacks and counter-attacks. Yet appar- 
ently he is no longer there. These are strange times in which 
we live. 

‘* My eyes assure me, however, that Sir Tan is here to-day, 
so he can be told by us of the affection and admiration with 
which we regard him. He has so many young friends that he 
will be remembered for a very long time wherever architects 
meet, and when the last of those have died other young men 
will gaze upon Sir Ian’s portrait and tell what they have heard 
of him. What they will have heard will be of a life spent 
unstintingly in the cause of architecture, and of knowledge, 
energy and wisdom constantly given to uphold the dignity of 
our profession. It was always Sir Ian’s peculiar gift to see 
clearly what was the will of the majority of our vast society of 
members, and to see no less clearly when minority activities 
could be salutary and when they must be merely destructive. 
No false sense of security ever tempted him to avert a fight 
when a decision was necessary, but how much needless strife 
has been prevented by his counsel ! f 

‘It was my privilege to take the helm of the Institute for the 
two last years of this war’s: gestation, years clamorous with 
foolish voices crying ‘ Peace, peace,’ when there was no peace. 
I think Sir Ian must have felt then, as I did, that his life’s 
work of organisation might soon be blotted out as though it 
had never been. Now that we face a happier prospect I pray 
that he may find some comfort in the thought that the Institute 
will go forward from the point at which he left it, guiding 
that noble profession which more than any other will repair 
our ills and re-establish our well-being.”’ 

Mr. W. H. ANnsELL said : ‘‘ It was in 1907 that W. J. Locke, 
who had been struggling manfully for some time against ever 
increasing prosperity, succumbed to the continued success of 
The Morals of Marcus and resigned the office of Secretary of 
the Institute. It was in 1908 that the President announced that 
Mr. G. Ian MacAlister had been appointed to the vacant posi- 
tion of Secretary. He was received with very great cordiality. 
He was obviously young, enthusiastic, and, as the American 
soldiers in England say, ‘easy on the eye.’ Those of us who 
were young welcomed him as one of ourselves, the middle-aged 
welcomed him with friendliness, and the really old, who quite 
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naturally and properly looked with suspicion on anything new, 
reserved their judgment. I remember Mr. William Woodward, 
at the first annual meeting after ‘ Mac’s’ appearance, looking 
at him with a rather suspicious eye and saying in a hollow 
voice : ‘ The proof of the pudding will be in the eating.’ 

‘Two things impressed me during ‘ Mac’s’ term of office 
here. One was his selfless devotion to the Institute. He was 
an Institute man first and last. It was sometimes difficult to 
find what his personal preferences were, and it was only when 
one met him socially outside or heard him broadcast that one 
realised how wide hia sympathies and interests were. They 
were never allowed to interfere with his devotion to this Insti- 
tute. The second thing that impressed me was ‘ Mac’s’ sym- 
pathy and patience with all of us. There are very few of us 
who have not at one time or another been amongst what we 
might call the R.I:B.A.’s lunatic fringe. Sir Ian, even thougn 
he realised that, showed sympathy and patience with all our 
suggestions. Knowing him fairly well, 1 would not say that 
patience was one of the gifts with which he was naturally 
endowed at birth, but he managed to acquire it in a marvellous 
degree, and the kindness that he has shown to all of us is some- 
thing for which we are particularly grateful.”’ 

Mr. J. Huserr Worrnineton (Vice-President) (representing 
provincial architects) said that when ‘“‘ Mac’”’ became Secretary 
there were 2,194 members of the Institute; there were now 
9,294 members. In 1908 there were 17 Allied Societies; now 
there were 21, with 53 branches. In 1908 there was one over- 
seas society ; now there were 9, with 25 branches. In fact, there 
was a total of 30 societies, with 78 branches, and 108 in all. It 
was a tremendous work. 

Mr. Worthington concluded : ‘“‘ I would only say that, if we 
give to the Institute a hundredth part of the loyalty that Sir 
Ian gave to it in his 36 years’ devoted service, we can face 
the difficult days ahead with courage and confidence.”’ 

Mr. J. R. McKay (President of the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in = said that amongst all his triumphs of 
amalgamation with Allied Societies, Sir Ian’s best stroke was 
the affiliation of the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland to 
the R.I.B.A. We have never regretted it, and I am sure that the 
R.I.B.A. has not regretted it.’”” Referring to Lady MacAlister, 
Mr. McKay said: “Sir Ian has undoubtedly been blest with 
a perfect comrade who has contributed largely to his magnifi- 
cent work for the R.I.B.A. and the architectural profession.’ 

Mr. MicuarL, Warteruouse (Hon. Secretary), speaking as ‘‘ a 

member of the third generation of a family of architects well 
known in our work for the Institute,’’ said : ‘‘ Well do I know. 
from those who came before me, from those around me now, and 
from my own experience, how deep is the debt, how great the 
inspiration, that we, the honorary officers, members of Council 
and Committee workers of the R.I.B.A., and the general body 
of the Institute, owe to the high purpose which you have main- 
tained constant throughout your years of devoted service, given 
so unfailingly to our cause.”’ 
_ Mr. C. D. Sprace (Acting Secretary) said that the staff were 
indeed most grateful for being allowed the privilege of joining 
in the tribute to Sir Ian for his long and distinguished services 
to the Institute. ‘‘ Some of us have been associated with him 
during a considerable part of his time here, and we can bear 
personal witness to his unswerving and devoted loyalty to the 
best interests of the Institute. The years Sir Ian has spent 
here have been years of great progress, with many difficult 
problems solved. I do not say that he has not left us one or 
two babies still to carry, but we hope in the years to come to 
continue the good work which he has done so faithfully.” 

Tue Rr. Hon. Vincent Massey (High Commissioner for 
Canada) said: “It is my honour and privilege, as Canadian 
representative here and as one of the Honorary Fellows of the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, to present to Sir Ian 
this afternoon the Diploma and Medallion which symbolise mem- 
bership of our Canadian Institute. This award by the Canadian 
Institute represents the feeling of very deep gratitude which 
all the members of the architectural profession in’ Canada feel 
for the countless kindnesses which Canadian architects have 
received from Sir Ian MacAlister during his long term of office 
here, and, as Canadian representative in this country, I should 
like to say how grateful we all are for what Sir Ian has done in 
forging new links and in strengthening personal ties, in his work 
all through his years here, between your country and mine.” 

Tue PResipent then presented the cheque and address to Sir 
Tan MacAlister, and said : ‘‘ I am sure, Sir Ian, that in accept- 
ing these outward tokens of our respect you will appreciate very 
much more the regard and affection that go with them.” 

The address to Sir Ian MacAlister was inscribed on vellum 
by Miss Rosemary Ratcliffe, member of the Society of Scribes 
and Illuminators. It read as follows :— 

Address presented to Sir Jan MacAlister on his retirement 
trom the Secretaryship of the R.I.B.A. 

The President and Council express to you, Ian MacAlister, 
the sincere regret felt by all members of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects that the year 1943 marks the end of your 36 
years of distinguished service as their Secretary. 
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To you during these years the honour and welfare of this 
Institute have been the aim and guiding principle of your work, 
your energies, and your life. ie 

Wide in remembrance, wise and far-seeing in forethought, your 
knowledge, your experience, your singleness of purpose have 
been an everyvresent help to the different generations of archi. 
tects who have directed and controlled the affairs of our pro. 
fession during a period of much growth and many changing 
conditions. 

The eminence thut you have achieved has been rewarded by 
our Sovereign Patron with the honour of Knighthood. 

Your devotion to the Institute has earned for you the lasting 
respect and friendship of many thousands of its members. 


Signed Percy Tuomas, President. 
Micuaen WaterHousE, Honorary Secretary. 
L. Sytvester Suntivan, Honorary Treasurer. 
3ist December, 1943. 


The PresipeNT then presented the rose-bowl to Lady Mac- 
Alister and said: ‘‘Lady MacAlister, we should like you to 
accept this rose-bowl as a smal] token of our regard for you. 
We, especially the Past-Presidents, know what your help and 
kindness have been to ‘ Mac’ through all these years. We remem- 
ber many happy occasions, at conferences and festive gatherings, 
when you seemed to be a part of the Institute, and we hope 
this little gift will often remind you of those happy days.” 


Sir lan’s Response. 
Sir Ian MacAttster, responding, said :— 


““The R.I.B.A. is really a very great institution. It is not 
one of the biggest in wealth and numbers, but it is, in my con- 
sidered opinion, the best of all in energy, vitality, and_public 
spirit. I can see the beginnings now of a quite baseless legend, 
the idea that the work of the last 36 years has been in some 
sense rather a ‘ one-man show.’ I can see people attributing to 
me personally all that has happened in the last 36 years. That 
would be a complete illusion. If it were true it would be a 
very disastrous thing. It would point to a lack of vitality and 
organic power that would be disastrous to any profession or 
professional body. The simple fact is that the good work and 
the progress of the R.I.B.A. during this long period have been 
due to the constant devoted work of hundreds of members, 


Presidents, Councils, and innumerable Committees working year | 
by year towards the same end, generally with very little credit | 


being given to them and most members knowing little about | 


their work. . .. This is a great institution, and it is doing great 
work, and that is due almost entirely to the efforts of all the 
people I have just mentioned and to another body of people of 
whom I must speak, that is, the staff. I have known a great 
deal about professional institutions in my time, and I can say 
that throughout that period there is no body which has had so 
good, so devoted, or so hardworking a staff as the R.I.B.A. has 
had, a staff always overworked, always overstrained, but with 
such patience, cheerfulness and devotion as deserve the utmost 
gratitude of every member.” 

For the generous gifts that he had received he was intensely 
grateful. ‘‘ I have,” added Sir Ian, ‘‘ to thank you also on behalf 
of my wife. 
time with my secretaryship of the R.I.B.A. From the begin- 
ning of that time my wife has been one of the best friends of 
the Institute, and, though few people knew it, one of its best 
workers. She began working for the R.I.B.A. at the great Con- 
ference of 1910. The R.I.B.A. has become a very large part of 
her life.” 

It had been a peculiar pleasure to receive at the hands of 
the High Commissioner the magnificent tribute from the Cana- 
dian Institute, because more than 42 years ago he (Sir Ian) was 
an officer in the Canadian Army. ‘‘ A young friend of mine 
named Mackenzie King had just received his first appointment 
at Ottawa and I had just been received in Toronto by that great 
Empire citizen, Dr, George Parkin. So through all these years 
my feeling for Canada has been constant and intense. One of 
my greatest pleasures has been the knowledge that I was able 
to do something towards the creation of the great Royal Archi- 
tectural Institute of Canada in 1909, and I have had the 
pleasantest possible relations with it ever since.” 

In conclusion, Sir Ian said : ‘‘ This, of course, is a very great 
occasion for me. I may say quite truly that it is the greatest 
occasion in my life, and I shall look back upon it, as the hair 
grows less and the back grows more crooked. with more and 
more pleasure and pride. I am not saying ‘Good-bye’ to the 
R.I.B.A. You have done me the honour of making me an 
Honorary Associate, and I am going to use the privileges 
which that gives me. You will see an old man creeping in and 
taking a modest seat at the back at your lectures, exhibitions, 
and so on. You can depend upon that. 


“In conclusion, I should like to say to those who have spoken 
this afternoon, to those who have contributed, and to all those 
who have helped : ‘ On behalf of my wife and myself, I thank 
you with all my heart. 


> 99 


Our married life has almost exactly corresponded in | 
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HOUSING EQUIPMENT 
THE M.O.W. EXHIBITION AT BIRMINGHAM 
By PATRICIA OWEN, A.R.I.B.A. 


THE Ministry of Works is to be con- 
gratulated on the Exhibition of Housing 
Equipment now on view in Birmingham, 
if only for the fact that so many of the 
ideas advocated for the past ten years or 
so by progressive bodies can at last be 
seen in actuality and with the stamp of 
official approval. 

The scope of the exhibition is small, 
but tells the story of standardisation 
simply and well, leading the visiter from 
the individual parts to a variety of 
assembled wholes, which should once and 
for all dispose of the erroneous idea that 
standardisation will force all local autho- 
rity housing into one pattern. In fact, one 
may get the impression that the desire to 
allow as much freedom of choice as pos- 
sible has led to so many alternatives that 
local authorities may be bewildered by 
the variety of combinations offered them. 
This coe particularly to the heat 
installations section. This is admirably 
arranged from the exhibition point of 
view and shows full-size models of three 
ground-floor plan types followed by small- 
scale models of five plan types. These are 
clearly arranged with ample gazing space 
and a key axonometric drawing on the 
wall behind. 

Cooking arrangements are based on the 
use of one fuel only in the majority of the 
different types shown. : In one case, how- 
ever, both a solid fuel combination grate 
and an electric cooker in the scullery have 


been provided. Although the provision cf 
an alternative method of cooking is desir- 
able in view of possible breakdowns anil 
to provide flexibility for summer and 
winter use, it is questionable whether the 
plan in which it is shown, the only kit- 
chen living-room type, is the mest suitable 
in which to accommodate two pieces of 
equipment, as it is the smallest in space 
standards. This type, with the bathroom 
on the ground floor, seems on the whole 
more suited to the rural cottage, although 
it does not conform to the Dudley space 
and storage requirements. 

The least flexible type (example 4 in the 
brochure), which shows a dining-kitchen, 
has only one source of beth cooking and 
water heating. This is described as «& 
‘fully insulated heat storage cooker’’ with 
a small boiler incorporated. Though very 
suitable in northern counties where a mere 
or less constant source of heat is required 
all the year round, one wonders what the 
unfortunate housewife does during a coal 
strike, and would like to see what the 
fuel storage capacity is—and incidentally, 
no fuel stores are shown in any of these 
plans. It was noticeable also that in 
this example the larder opens directly 
from the one room which is always warm, 
not very satisfactory even if it is on the 
north wali. One hopes that this may be 


a place where the larder cooling unit—an 
admirable idea shown in the Focd Storage 
Section—may be used, but if so, why not 
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say so? This question of description of 
equipment is important, for the public is 
quick to pass judgment and adverse criti- 
cism on things which it does not fully 
understand, and an extra caption here 
and there would help te a better apprecia- 
tion of the further application of some of 
the individual items shown in the earlier 
sections of the exhibition. 

Many housewives unfamiliar with the 
working of the ‘“‘Aga’’ type of cooker— 
of which the example shown incorporates 
the boiler for hot-water supply—would 
have welcomed some simple explanation of 
the principles by which it worked and the 
labour involved in maintenance. 

In the Food Storage Section the re- 
frigerator and larder cooling unit already 
mentioned aroused keen interest. The 
larder cooling unit would appear to be of 
far more general application than the re- 
frigerator, which in this country cannot 
be regarded as an absolute essential. The 
description in the official pamphlet which 
says “‘it is essential that the walls and 
door of the larder be lightly insulated ’ 
and ‘‘the door should also close with a 
reasonably air-tight seal’’ reads like a 
prophetic ‘‘ standard specification ’’ for all 
larders in future building. A specification 
such as this would go far towards over- 
coming the disadvantages of larders open- 
ing directly out of warm rooms, and 
would greatly facilitate the planning of 
the small house. 

In the individual items section certain 
small inconsistencies should be noted, 
namely, in the design of baths. The stan- 
dard enclosed bath has straight sides with 
not even a 3-in. toe space provided, 
although the latter is incerporated in ail 
cupboards and wardrobes; whereas the 


THE BIRMINGHAM EXHIBITION : Kitchen-Living-room type. 
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3 TWO VIEWS OF THE DINiNG-KITCHEN TYPE. 





VIEW OF THE WORKING-KITCHEN TYPE. 


THE BIRMINGHAM EXHIBITION OF HOUSING EQUIPMENT. 
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bath in the mass-produced unit lately seen 
in the Portal bungalow, and again on view 
here, has a sloping side to the whole bath, 
a far more convenient arrangement for the 
woman bathing. a small child or cleaning 
the sides of the bath. But neither bath 
has any provision for a scap space, which 
in a mass-produced article should not 
make much difference to the cost and 
would greatly add to convenience in use. 
Similar points can be noticed in the de- 
sign of sinks where the standard metal 
sink is 8in. deep and the fireclay 10 in. 
deep—the latter presumably to be installed 
where clothes washing is done in the 
kitchen and the metal where a 
separate utility room is provided—but 
nowhere was there to be seen the 
simple provision of a tap under the sink 
for filling buckets, which still have to be 
filled at the sink-tap and hauled with much 
effort out on to the draining board, which 
will not do the cellulose finish of the metal 
sink much good. One wonders if it is 
entirely a question of present supplies of 
steel which has brought about the painted 
metal sink, and if this is merely a war- 
time expedient which will disappear and 
give way to the true stainless steel type. 

Cupboards seem on the whole admirable, 
though of course handles are still a matter 
of taste. The simple metal cove seems a 
great improvement on the wiry type so 
popular with kitchen-fitment makers, and 
the dustproof doors give a neat and work- 
manlike appearance. All cupboards are 
provided with shelves only and no pull-out 
trays or drawers, although the latter have 
been shown as the standard in demonstra- 
tion houses recommended for local autho- 
rity work now on view at Northolt. 
Although these would be slightly more ex- 
pensive they would provide more flexi- 
bility in use. 

In general, the impression received from 
the exhibition was that the advantages of 
standardisation had been appreciated in 
official quarters and would meet the grow- 
ing demand for more built-in equipment 
of all kinds in the small house. Most of 
the points open to criticism are ones of 
detail, but when goods are standardised 
for mass production it is essential that the 
best types only should be decided upon. 

In an exhibition mainly on design pro- 
moted by a State Department, it is, of 
course, impossible to show propesenty 
goods. To the general public, however, 
accustomed to buy by trade-mark, this 1s 
somewhat confusing. The difficulty might 
be overcome if a little more information 
could be made available as to which types 
are the most economical both in cost and 

materials, and if more education could be 
provided either in the shape of the writ- 
ten word or guide lecturers as to the 
relative advantages and disadvantages of 
new types of equipment. 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, October 31. 

HousinG Centre. Mr. Max Lock on “ Middles- 
brough Survey.” 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 
p.m. (buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION Annual Meeting. 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh on “ Planning mene 
lation.”’ 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 6 p. 

City CorPoRATION. Exhibition of City Plan. 
Opening by the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning. The Royal Exchange, E.C.2. 12 moon. 
Open until November 30. ll a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(Sundays included). 


Thursday, November 2. 

Town AnD CountRY PLANNING AssociATION. Dr. 
Herbert Read on ‘“‘ Decentralisation of Art.” 
Savoy Hill, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. (buffet lunch, 
12.45 p.m.). 

Saturday, November 4. 

InstTiTUTE oF Quantity SuRveyors (Notts, Derby 
and Lincoln Branch). Mr. W. T. Creswell, K.C., 
on ‘* Powers, Duties and Liabilities of the 
Quantity Surveyor.” Black Boy Hotel, Notting- 
ham. 3 p.m. 
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THE MINISTRY OF WORKS STANDARD FACTORY 





THE MrinistRy or WoRKS, AT THE ORDER OF THE GOVERN- Constructional details : Floors: Factory floors—concrete, 
ment, has designed the above standard factory, which is grano finished on hardcore; offices—linoleum or composi- 
now being erected in considerable numbers in the tion finish on concrete. Structure: Steel frame, stanchions, 
redevelopment areas of Great Britain and Northern lattice girders and roof trusses. Walls: 11-in. cavity 
Treland. It is in two sizes—50,000 ft. super and 100,000 ft. brickwork. oof: Asbestos cement lined internally. 
super, and is sited so as to be capable of 100 per cent. Natural north light roof glazing. Lighting: Steel win- 
extension at the end or the side, or 50 per cent. extension dows in walls. Doors: Factory steel-frame corrugated- 
either way. These factories, which are intended for the iron sliding doors. Heating: Steam-heated hot air in 
manufacture of newer and smaller types of industrial factory from unit heaters incorporating mechanical 
products, will remain the property of the Government ventilators. Hot-water: For ablutions. Hlectricity: 
and be rented to suitable tenants. The plan, with sections Lighting provided. Power by tenant. Fences: Chain-link 
and elevations, is reproduced above. wire mesh. toads: Concrete. Paths: Concrete. 
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THE BRAITHWAITE UNIT CONSTRUCTION HOUSE 
ON THE L.C.C. WATLING ESTATE, HENDON 
F. R. S. YORKE, A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


THE FIRST PAIR OF HOUSES TO BE 
constructed on the Unit Construc- 
tion System devised by Messrs. 
Braithwaite and Company, Engi- 
neers, Ltd., are now in the final 
stages of completion in spite of at- 
tention from fly-bombs. They have 
been erected by arrangement with 
the L.C.C. on the Watling Estate, 
Burnt Oak, Hendon. The company 
(we are informed) is arranging to 
order materials for 10,000 houses, 
averaging 900 sq. ft. each; and is 
ready to take over for delivery in 
approximately six months’ time. 
The price of this house is 18s. 6d. 
per sq. ft. Within this system the 
several parts which make up the 
framework, roof, walling, floors, 
windows, doors, etc., are so designed 
and standardised that they can be 
employed directly for the construc- 
tion of detached, semi-detached and 
terraced houses, and three-storey 
flats—all to a variety of plans to 
suit the requirements of the pur- 
chaser. 

During the last two years research 
has been carried on by the company 
linking up the specific fields of en- 
gineer, architect, builder and com- 


mercial co-ordinator. The all-steel 
construction (which Messrs. Braith- 
waite and Company had used for the 
Telford House ag long ago as 1920) 
was abandoned, but metal was re- 
tained for the framework, and a 
range of materials—such as light- 
weight concrete, asbestos-cement, 
brick, fibreboard, plasterboard, ply- 
wood, aluminium foil, and mineral 
wool—were brought under con- 
sideration for the remainder of the 
structure. The character of these 
materials disposes of the idea that 
the houses are temporary struc- 
tures. The designers claim that 
they are intended to endure as 
long as, if not longer than, the 
traditional structure of bricks and 
mortar and wood. The houses are 
not prefabricated in the popular 
sense of that word. They are pre- 
cision-built of the best materials 
made to engineering standards: of 
accuracy. 

FEATURES OF THE System.—The 
system has been evolved to meet 
without undue time lag the immedi- 
ate post-war need for houses. In 
addition to embodying new methods 
of construction and employing 


materials hitherto little used in 
house construction, it can utilise 
that very large potential labour 
pool, the semi-skilled men and 
women now employed on war work, 
who will become available for in- 
dustry when peace returns. The 
more important features of the sys- 
tem are :— 

1. Specially designed steel frames 
and beams of light cold-rolled sec- 
tions. 

2. Latest welding methods in the 
fabrication of frames and beams. 

3. The method of bolting frames 
to frames, and beams to frames, to 
form a rigid structure. 

4. The method of attaching the 
sheets of external cladding and 
internal lining to the frames and the 
sealing of the joints between the 
sheets. 

5. A grid dimension of 3 ft. 2 in. as 
a basis for all plans, to which 
dimension all parts of the structure 
are related and standardised. 

6. The precision with which the 
parts are made throughout the 
structure, which makes possible 
simple and steady erection at site. 

The completed structure is com- 
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pletely rigid, the steel frames being 
set in concrete foundations. The 
ground floor rests on suspended 
stee] beams, as does the first floor. 
The most difficult problem in this 
type of building is the effective 
attachment of external cladding. A 
special cladding clip, it is believed, 
wil] prove a solution of this prob- 
lem. This clip allows the rapid at- 
tachment of a variety of materials 
and at the same time provides a 
sealed weatherproof joint. It can, 
moreover, be fitted by a semi-skilled 
worker. A similar clip is used for 
the attachment of internal lining. 


A wide range of alternative 
materials have been experimented 
with for cladding purposes. For 
example, heavy-duty asbestos 
cement sheets, vitreous enamel 
stee] sheets and bricks can be em- 
ployed, this. last, offering a tradi- 
tional appearance appealing to 
many who accept the new and un- 
usual with reluctance. Local stone 
is also possible. Thermal and sound 
insulation have been subjects of 
much research, and many materials 
have been tried out—for example, 
fibreboards, aluminium foil, ex- 
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panded rubber, mineral wool and 
cellular concrete. Both roof and 
party walls have sound-insulating 
and fire-resisting properties, being 
built of light-weight cellular con- 
crete slabs. 

Tue Funcrionan Sipe.—Both 
plumbing and electric wiring have 
been specially designed for the 
3raithwaite system. The plumbing 
will be factory-produced, and in 
erection calls for only semi-skilled 
labour. The electric wiring will 
also be largely prefabricated, and 
will allow rapid and economical in- 
stallation. Kitchens have been 
completely fitted, and the bedrooms 
are provided with fitted and built- 
in cupboards and heated linen cup- 
ooards. The kitchen is laid out so 
as to obviate unnecessary steps for 
the woman working in it. The sink 
is a one-piece enamelled steel bowl 
and drainer. The refrigerator has a 
minimum capacity of 4 cub. ft. Hot 
water is available by several alter- 
native methods: coke boiler, in- 
stantaneous gas or electrical ther- 
mal storage. An over-sink light 
supplements the central light point. 
Power points are provided through- 
out for heating purposes, but for 
those who like the open coal fire 
provision has also been made. The 
coal fire installed ig one capable of 
affecting a fuel saving of 50 per 
cent. over the old style of fireplace. 
By a system of heat convection, 
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heat from ground floor flues is used 
to warm the air of the bedrooms 
above. 


Variety of plan and appearance 
have been in the minds of the de- 
signers from the beginning, and one 
ruling principle that has been ad- 
hered to in the development of the 
system is that it shall apply at the 
one extreme to the four-roomed one- 
storey home, and at the other to 
the three-storey block of flats. It is 
a matter for the architect to arrange 
the standard units of the system to 
serve his particular purpose, and to 
introduce variety in the design 2 
houses on an estate. 


DATA. 


The following data is issued by the 
company :— 

1. Erection Cost.—For the erection 
of houses of permanent nature by this 
Unit Construction system, the cost is 
on an average 18s. 6d. per ft. super. of 
floor area, exact cost depending on 
basic house plans, grouping and 
general layout. 


2. Included in cost figure is the com- 
plete erection of the superstructure on 
prepared foundation (foundations re- 
quired are no more than for a brick 
built house). When the contractual 
work is completed the house is ready 
for immediate occupation. This means 
that all services are included and 
drains connected to the first manhole, 
wash boiler, cooker, heating stove and 
water heater installed. 


3. Short Specification of Materials: 
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ee steelwork—lé6g. cold rolled 
strip—proofed against rust. 

Exterior cladding—asbestos fluted 
sheets, enamelled steel sheets or brick. 

Internal cladding—fibre or composi- 
tion board. 

Floors—stiffened plywood units, 
lightweight cellular concrete blocks. 

Party wall—2t-in. lightweight cellu- 
lar concrete blocks. 

Roof—2s-in. lightweight cellular 
concrete blocks, weathered with 
patent bitumen sheeting. 

Insulation—rock wool, “ Isoflex ” 
insulation fibre boards. 

Windows—metal casement type in 
metal sub-frames. 

Doors—timber flush panel type in 
metal frames. 


4. Erection Time.—The man-hours 
required are 1,000/1,200, and the pro- 
portion of skilled to unskilled labour 
is about 6-7. 


5. Flexibility—The variety of mate- 
rial that can be used ig increasing 
weekly. Very considerable in design. 


6. Stability.x—Unofficially tested by 
“‘fly-bomb ”’ — structure successfully 
withstood full blast from 20 yds. range 
—remained standing with roof still in 
place. 


7. Further Advantages.—(a) For less 
cost than building in more traditional 
materials, it is possible to have perma- 
nent houses built at the rate of 1,000 
houses in two months with labour 
force of 1,500 men (without overtime); 
(b) maintenance costs are much 
reduced; (c) a higher standard of 
hygiene; convenience and comfort an 
inherent part of the design; and (d) 
very little scaffolding required and site 
plant simple. 


VIEW SHOWING APPLICATION OF CLADDING TO UPPER WALLS, USING TRAVELLING SCAFFOLD. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


“Tideless Thames in Future London.” 
To THE Epitor or The Builder. 


Srr,—The satisfaction the author must 
have experienced upon observing that your 
journal considers his book merited a lead- 
ing article may perhaps have been some- 
what mitigated upon his reading it. Of 
course, in the exigencies of this particular 
moment it is obviously impossible to study 
the book minutely, word for word, and so 
one forms an imperfect conception. The 
points raised are carefully dealt with, as 
it happens. 

Mr. Bunge states explicitly, for example, 
that no two estuaries are the same; he 
actually illustrates the differences in his 
citation of precedents. Limehouse Reach, 
which is suggested as an alternative to 
Woolwich, would not do as well, as it 
would continue to leave six miles of 
wharves and dock entries subject to the 
restrictions imposed by the tides. 

The conditions on the sea side of the 
barrage, that is to say, Galleons Reach, 
at the sewer outfalls, would be no worse. 
The actions of the sluices would, in fact, 
improve the aeration of this most critical 
point, particularly if the difference in 
levels were used by spraying devices. 

This very injurious situation might be 
turned to advantage if the 280,000,000 
daily gallons of only partially treated 
' sewage could be converted into fertilisers, 
and not emptied into the Thames at all. 
Members of the building fraternity, know- 
ing and appreciating the vent pipe restric- 
tions imposed by the L.C.C., must find 
difficulty in believing that the same 
authority tips the whole of its sewage into 
its own widest highway, under the very 
nose of its inhabitants, for whose /health it 
legislates. 

The writer of your review does not 
appear to be quite clear as to the action of 
the water at the sluices; scour would occur 
below them, at the very point where it is 
most needed. Above the dam there would 
be no solid matter, as repeatedly shown in 
the book. He further states that the 
question of flooding is not adequately 
dealt with, whereas particular attention is 
drawn to the 14,000 acres above Woolwich 
of valuable property below high water. 
The 40 existing pumping stations would 
merely operate more regularly, that is all. 
Mr. Bunge’s calaaiat of the English 
language belies his Dutch origin; to him 
land reclamation is an instinct. It has 
been found feasible over the centuries to 
drain land of low-rated agricultural value 
in Holland (now so tragically endangered) ; 
it certainly is economic to treat similarly 
valuable built-up areas in the Empire’s 
metropolis. 

The rather crowning irony of the review 
is the statement that it appears to you 
that the subject requires further considera- 
tion. The express purpose of the book is 
to record the repeated demands for a 
public inquiry and to fill the void created 
by the Government’s persistent refusal. 
All the Thames Barrage Association asks 
for, neither more nor less, is an exhaustive 
investigation by experts qualified to direct 
the Government by an impartial and con- 
structive report. 

London, W.C.1. BERTRAM CARTER. 
**The points raised by Mr. Bertram 
Carter may be taken seriatim. Assuming 
that no two estuaries are similar, it might 
still have been possible to cite as ex- 
amples some more nearly approaching 
conditions in the Thames than_ those 
given. It was agreed in our article that 
further treatment for the London sewage 
would be most desirable. The estimated 


effect of the scour from the barrage 
sluices is fallacious; with a tideless river 
above these, it would be provided only by 
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the relatively small flow of the Thames 
above the tideway. The effect of a large 
tidal “pound” in keeping a_ channel 
open is recognised at Liverpool and in 
other ports where, in some cases, an arti- 
ficial ‘*‘ pound’ has been provided. 

as to the drainage of the low levels, we 
did not suggest that this was quite im- 
practicable, but the existing provisions 
are far from adequate for dealing with 
heavy rainfall under. conditions not 
me to the drainage of agricultural 
and. 

It hardly seems fair to define the claim 
that the subject requires further con- 
sideration, which is substantially Mr. 
Bunge’s own demand, as a “ crowning 
irony.” One of the aims of the article 
was to indicate the directions in which it 
< be wiser to strengthen his case. 
—Ep. 

** Vacancies for Architects.” 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 


Srr,—I observe from recent issues of 
The Builder that Mr. L. C. Howitt has 
withdrawn from the above correspondence, 
whilst ‘‘ Phildee’’ joins in with a letter 
based on the very safe policy of happy 
medium, and ‘‘ Aldico’’ heckles with a 
well-worn cry that has been heard, and 
answered, in almost every architectural 
circle in the country during the past half 
century. 

In order to keep the main issue clearly 
defined, may I therefore present it from 
another angle? The Register of Architects 
is now finally and irrevocably closed 
against entry thereon other than by recog- 
nised examination so that, as has been 
previously pointed out, the next genera- 
tion or so will know no architects other 
than those qualified by a recognised exam- 
ining board. Surely that is very satis- 
factory to the supporters of the examina- 
tion system? 

Before the Register was thus closed, 
however, the Registration Council decreed, 
with the full authority of the law, that 
those architects who, though not having 
passed a specific examination, were earning 
their livelihood by the practice of archi- 
tecture should be entered upon the 
Register provided they could prove to the 
satisfaction of the Council that they were 
worthy and capable of so doing. The 
number of applications for Registration on 
such practice qualifications which have 
been rejected show very clearly that per- 
sons not competent in the profession have 
been deprived of the right to practise. 
Surely that is also very satisfactory to 
those who demand that only qualified per- 
sons should remain in the profession? 

At the risk of boring your more intelli- 
gent readers and for the benefit, or annoy- 
ance, of those who have reasoning powers 
but cannot, or will not, use them, may I 
again emphasise that the Register of 
Architects consists of those who have 
qualified by (a) proving by setting forth 
their knowledge on examination papers 
that they were capable of doing the work 
entailed in the profession of architecture ; 
and those who have qualified by (6) sub- 
mitting the work they had done prior 
to 1938-40, and being adjudged by the 
Registration Council worthy and capable 
of continuing the profession of archi- 
tecture. 

The status of the examined and unex- 
amined classes is thus equalised by the 
final decision of the Registration Council 
that hoth are qualified to practise archi- 
tecture. I may be guilty of labouring this 
point, but it seems to be one which is not 
clearly understood, and, therefore, requir- 
ing repetition, especially in view of the 
way that many would distort it. 

I would also repeat very forcibly that 
authorities and persons who insist that 
candidates for architectural vacancies be 
qualified by examination are simply re- 


335 


stricting themselves to one-third of the 
total filled by selection. 

Finally, I would suggest that those 
local authorities who require that an archi- 
tect engaged by them shall be a member of 
the R.I.B.A. are quite on the wrong side 
of a political fence in so far as they are 
supporting the pseudo trade union policy 
of a section of the profession who are 
quite unauthorised to dictate. 

LANCASTRIAN. 


Emergency Houses. 
To THE Epitor or The Builder. 


Str,—With other members of a local 
authority I inspected the four emergency 
houses at the Tate Gallery a week ago, 
and was surprised to find the Portal, Uni- 
Seco and Tarran types similar in plan and 
presumably finished in accordance with an 
agreed standard, whereas the Arcon house 
had a larger floor area, was much better 
planned and had a _ decorative finish 
superior to the other three, which placed 
it in a class of its own. 

Local authorities have been asked to in- 
dicate their preference when making appli- 
cation for emergency houses, and it would 
appear, seeing that no explanation has 
been given in reference to the above posi- 
tion, many would apply for the Arcon t pe 
on the assumption that houses exactly i e 
~ prototype on exhibition will be avail- 
able. 

Bee you explain this extraordinary state 
of affairs? 

Meatimmahies H. A. Gienn (Alderman). 
Technical Journals for the Forces. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—On behalf of the Association of 
Building Technicians, may I thank those 
of your readers who have so generously 
responded to our appeal for technical 
journals for our members in the Forces. 

More than four hundred journals are 
despatched nearly every month, and the 
ever-increasing demand from serving mem- 
bers at home and abroad makes it difficult 
to fulfil all their requests. Letters we are 
continually receiving show how much this 
service is appreciated. 

To avoid disappointing any of these 
men, many of whom would otherwise be 
completely out of touch with technical 
matters, may we appeal once again to the 
generosity of your readers and ask them 
to send along as many journals as they 
can spare? 

K. M. GREENWELL, 
For Forces Committee, A.B.T. 

5, Ashley-place, London, S.W.1. 


Technical Advisory Service on Lead. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Smr,—Before the war the Lead Indus- 
tries Development Council maintained a 
very active Technical Information Bureau 
which dealt with inquiries on all aspects 
of the use of lead in building work. Re- 
cently the Technical Information Bureau 
has concerned itself primarily with meet- 
ing the urgent problems of war-time build- 
ing, but the Council feel that the full 
service given by the Bureau would again 
be welcomed. 

As a result, the Bureau is once more 
able to offer its services in dealing with 
questions involving the use of lead sheet 
and pipe in building work and would wel- 
come such inquiries. 

Inquiries should be directed to the 
Bureau at 34, Ebury-street, London, 
S.W.1. When information sheets or tech- 
nical bulletins only are required, applica- 
tion can be made either to this address 
or direct to the Lead Industries Develop- 
ment Council at Eagle House, Jermyn- 
street, S.W.1. 

TecHNICAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 
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SITE PLANNING AND 
LAYOUT FOR HOUSING 


HOUSING CENTRE LECTURE. 

Art a meeting of the Housing Centre at 
13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, on Tuesday, 
October 17, Mr. Gorpon SrepHENnson, 
A.R.1.B.A., lectured on Site Planning and 
Layout in Relation to Housing. Mr. 
Reeinatp Browne, F.1.A.A., who pre- 
sided, said Mr. Stephenson had been a 
member of the study group responsible 

_ for an appendix to the Dudley Report on 
Housing. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said the relationship of 
housing and town planning was not gener- 
ally seen, but was nevertheless very im- 
portant. The location of housing was 
important in relation to transport, industry 
and provision of open space; it should be 
considered in a regional survey rather 
than as a local problem. Density was 
another matter where housing had a direct 
relation to town planning. When recon- 
struction was undertaken there was a 
marked tendency to have enormously high 
densities in the centre of the town scaling 
down to very low densities further out. 
This was because the work was under- 
taken in a piecemeal fashion, the recon- 
struction of the central area being regarded 
merely as the pulling down of some houses 
and replacing them with blocks. An area 
of several acres should be dealt with at 
one time, so that there might be a variety 
of houses and densities within the one 
general overall density. The most contro- 
versial part of the Dudley Report dealt 
with neighbourhood planning, but there 
was general agreement that residential 
areas should be considered as units within a 
town, and there were certain factors which 
suggested a size for such units. Because 
people shopped almost daily there should 
be a reasonably good shopping centre 
within easy reach. Schools shouid be 
properly related to housing. Churches, 
club rooms, community centres, etc., 
should have a place in a residential neigh- 
bourhood, and should be thought of when 
the guiding plan for development was 
prepared. There should be an adequate 
provision of open space, whether the resi- 
dential neighbourhood was in the centre 

of the town or on the outskirts. The 
appendix suggested the neighbourhood 
should have ten thousand people, and that 
in the centre of towns the highest density 
should be about one hundred persons per 
acre. That gave the possibility of pro- 
viding a complete cross-section of dwelling 
types, roughly 75 per cent. in houses and 
25 per cent. in flats, and with variations 
within each of those two major groups. 
Our open space system should be revised 
so as to be closely related to the houses. 
Small open ‘spaces should be frequently 
provided, so that very young children 
could use them, and there should be a 
possibility of open spaces leading from all 
homes to the schools. Main traffic roads 
should never cross residential areas, but 
pass between them: eventually it would 
be possible to form buffers of open space 
between most traffic roads and residential 
areas. One section of the Report dealt 
with the arrangement of buildings, so that 
every habitable room should at some time 
of the day have the sun shining into it. 
Aspects between north-west and north-east 
should be avoided. Real difficulties arose 
in the daylighting of flats. In the London 
area blocks existed built fairly recently, 
where rooms on the lower floors had to be 
lighted artificially most of the day. The 
closed courtyard was the worst type of 
plan for the adequate daylighting of flats. 
The terrace house was by far the most 
satisfactory form of dwelling—not the old- 
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Post-War Butlding, by Alfred C. 
Bossom, M.P., deals with the different 
types of home suited to various indivi- 
duals and families and with the improve- 
ments in construction and equipment 
likely to be available. The advantages of 
mass production, especially in the case of 
plumbing, are emphasised, and the degree 
to which this offers facilities equally 
appropriate to all classes is noted. As is 
natural at the present moment, the work 
on these lines done in the U.S.A. comes 
under review, and it is also assumed that 
the Government will take advantage of 
the valuable reports which it has called 
for on industrial, rural and urban areas, 
and will form its policy accordingly. 

Revisions in legislation should provide 
as follows: (1) More economic building 
construction as regards material; (2) Re- 
duction in the number of authorities 
empowered to give approval ; (3) Substitu- 
tion of scientific for unscientific methods; 
(4) Conduct by simple time and progress 
schedules; (5) An overhaul of the produc- 
tion of contract documents, etc.; and the 
controlling forms of organisation. 

Housing Societies, by Reginald Browne, 
Secretary of the National Federation of 
Housing Societies, is devoted to the 
activities of these bodies and their claims 
to financial support in their efforts to im- 
prove housing conditions, both urban and 
rural. 


fashioned type, but the modern one of 
which a few samples existed. hen de- 
veloping a new housing estate, trees should 
be spared as far as possible, but it should 
be remembered that old trees were some- 
times dangerous. As the best agricultural 
soil tended to be more and more protected 
from being built upon, the top soil of 
such sites as were available for housing 
became precious. It should be removed 
from where the house was to stand and 
put on one side, to be afterwards laid on 
the garden. Footpaths should be 5 ft. 
or 6 ft. wide, so as to allow two perambu- 
lators to pass each other. 

An interesting discussion followed the 
lecture. Mr. AppELBE raised a point that 
10,000 was fai too much for a neighbour- 
hood unit. Originally 500 had been sug- 
gested. 

THE LectURER replied that in any plan 
houses should be so arranged that from 
100 to 300 families would form a group. 

THe CHatrrmMan added that the neigh- 
bourhood unit was made of 10,000 people 
so that it might be self-contained to some 
extent in civic, educational and social 
facilities. 

The custom of the town having its 
greatest density at the centre came under 
discussion. This, it was said, was con- 
ventional, but there had appeared in an 
American magazine recently a suggestion 
that it was wrong, that it would be better 
to have an open space and low densities 
in the centre and higher densities further 
out. In the last twenty years revolu- 
tionary things had happened, notably in 
transport, and the ring road should be the 
basis of the town. Ring communication 
was now more speedy than crossing built- work show how highly its usefulness is 
up areas. . rated. It is true the Workmen’s Compen- 

Tue LEcTURER replied that a great many sation (Temporary Increase) Act, 1943, 
things had to be considered in town plan- which amended the Act of 1940 by in- 
ning besides transport. Moreover, our creasing the amounts of supplementary 
main problem was not the provision of new allowances payable in respect of weekly 
towns but the remodelling of existing payments under the principal Act and 
ones. — ; ‘ y . increased the amounts of lump sums pay- 

A point was raised about libraries: it able in death cases, necessitated a new 
was stated that much more reading was edition. Two S.R. & Orders issued under 
done now than before the war. = = ~——— Section 7 of the Workmen’s Compensation 

THE LECTURER replied that libraries Act, 1943, are added; and in order that 
came in bigger groups than he had been the whole of the law may be included in 
dealing with. There should be one branch the new edition, relevant parts of the 1897, 
library for every 40,000 or 50,000 people. 1900 and 1906 Acts are given and con- 

sidered. The value of this new edition is 
BOOK REVIEWS enhanced by the reports of all the most 
interesting cases decided since the last 


Willis’s Workmen’s Compensation Acts. 
London: Butterworth & Co. (Pub- 
lishers), Ltd. Price £1 10s. 


The very short interval between the 
issue of the 35th and 36th editions of this 


Design for Britain Series. J. M. Dent & 4 
Sons On ge ghey edition went to press. 
welve in Search of a House is errone- Mil end Redesn’s Com 
‘ “ mica Wea ei plete Law of 
ously described as a ‘‘ symposium. It ‘Landlord and Tenant. Fourth Supple- 


is actually a series of contributions from 
a very widely selected dozen men and 
women in various walks of life. Some of 
these afford useful hints to any architect 
interested in housing, but others are less 
informative. 

A Hundred New Towns? By A. 
Trystan Edwards, is in the main an 
essay based on the programme of the 
Hundred New Towns Association, of 
which the author is an active member. 
This programme features a more equal 
distribution of the population of Great 
Britain to the maximum extent that 
industrial production would allow, the 
electric grid assisting this. It is thought 
that towns might be more compact than 
the garden cities, and the idea of the 
green belt is challenged, the ‘‘ green 
wedge”’ being preferred. It is interest- 
ing to note that this antithesis was indi- 
cated in our columns as far back as the 
year 1910. In other respects the Associa- 
tion regards the reaction against the 
traditional methods of town planning as 
having gone too far, and supports a com- 
promise admitting of more formal design 
in housing areas in general. 


ment to Ninth Edition. London: 
Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd. 
Price 7s. 6d. 


This fourth supplement to the book 
has been prepared by Miss M. M. Wells, 
M.A.(Cantab.), of Gray’s Inn, Barrister- 
at-law, to bring its material up to date 
(April, 1944). A worthy follow-up to its 
predecessors, it is a special supplement, 
and not one intended to take the place of 
pp. 34-147 of the Third Supplement. In 
these times, such a work is of great use 
to those concerned with the Law of Land- 
lord and Tenant. 


Elementary Principles of Brickwork Con- 
struction. Vol. |. By J. C. V. Provp- 
MAN, L.I.0.B., A.M.C.J. Chapman and 
Hall. 7s. 6d. net. 


This is a practical and comprehensive 
volume on bricks and brickwork. It is not 
possible to enumerate the large number of 
subjects dealt with. The book may be 
justly called an ‘‘ Inquire Within ”’ on the 
subject. It contains in a separate pocket 
some twenty-five clear, practical diagrams 
drawn to scale. 
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WAR MEMORIALS 


FORMATION OF AN ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 


At the inaugural meeting of the War 
Memorials Advisory Council, which 
was held at the Royal Society of Arts 
house on September 18, Admiral of the 
Fleet the Rt. Hon. Lord Chatfield, 
G.C.B., O.M., K.C.M.G., C.V.O., was 
unanimously elected President; Dr. 
EK. F. Armstrong, F.R.S., Chairman of 
the Executive Committee; and Mr. 
A. R. N. Roberts, Hon. Secretary. 

The following is the text of a printed 
survey which was approved at this 
meeting for circulation to the Press 
and to official bodies throughout the 
country :— 


A SuRVEY MADE BY A COMMITTEE OF THE 
Roya. Society or Arts AND PUBLISHED 
BY THE War Memoriats ADVISORY 
Counc. 

** And having each one given his body 
to the Commonwealth they receive instead 
thereof a most remarkable sepulchre, not 
that wherein -they are buried so much as 
that other wherein their glory is laid up 
on all occasions, both of word and deed, 
to be remembered for evermore.” 

PERICLES. 
I, 

For the second time in a generation 
Britain and the cause of Freedom have 
been saved by the willing sacrifice of life 
itself by thousands of our fellow country- 
men and women. For a second time there 
will be a nation-wide desire that such self- 
sacrifice shall be worthily commemorated. 
Every town and village that erected a 
memorial to those who died in the 1914- 
1918 struggle will be concerned to hold in 
no less honour the fallen of the present 
“total war’’—combatants and civilians 
alike. This fact compels a re-examination 
of the question of memorials lest ill- 
considered duplication of those of the last 
war should result. Furthermore, there will 
be a general wish that on this occasion a 
higher standard of war memorials may be 
reached,’ This aim is unlikely of achieve- 
ment unless in good time some preliminary 
thought is given to the subject. 

The present statement is issued to assist 
the many committees that will be charged 
with the institution of memorials— 
whether described as war memorials or 
peace or victory memorials. Whilst very 
properly retaining full freedom to express 
the sentiments of the community or 
organisation for whom they act, such 
committees may yet welcome suggestions 
from a representative central body as to 
the principles which should underlie 
commemorative action with some examples 
of their application. 


Constitution of War Memorials Advisory 

Council. 

Before advancing these suggestions the 
War Memorials Advisory Council submits 
a brief statement of their origin. 

In April, 1944, the Royal Society of 
Arts convened a conference to stress the 
need for a high standard of artistic merit 
and social and cultural value in the 
memorials of the present war. The con- 
ference was opened by Admiral of the 
Fleet Lord Chatfield, and addressed by 
representatives of several bodies con- 
cerned with the arts and with social 
welfare. In response to the unanimous 
resolution of the conference the Royal 
Society of Arts set up a War Memorials 
Sub-Committee, co-opting representatives 
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of other interested societies, to consider 
the subject further and to make recom- 
mendations. 

In September, 1944, these recommenda- 
tions were submitted to the inaugural 
meeting of the War Memorials Advisory 
Council, a body comprising representatives 
of a larger number of societies and men 
and women of individual distinction in 
public affairs and in the arts. - By this 
Council—which will remain in being as a 
clearing-house of general information for 
the guidance of local committees—they 
were adopted and are hereby published. 
The names of the associated national 
Societies are given on page 338, and atten- 
tion is drawn specially to those who have 
kindly agreed to assist the Council— 
which cannot itself undertake consulta- 
tive work—by advising local committees 
upon individual war memorial projects 
that fall within that society’s sphere. 


A Record of Names. 

The Council’s primary recommendation 
is that a worthy record of the names of 
all the fallen shall be kept by each com- 
munity—in a location accessible to all. 
Throughout the centuries the art of the 
sculptor has provided such records, and 
few- things are more satisfactory than a 
well-designed and _ well-cut inscription. 
Adequately spaced, and in the right 
medium, it provides a dignified and per- 
manent record. In view, however, of the 
fact that on many memorials of the last 
war, where these considerations have been 
insufficiently regarded, names can now be 
read only with difficulty, the Council calls 
attention to an acceptable alternative, 

A Book of Remembrance—of good 
vellum pages, of good binding and good 
script, would provide a beautiful and 
durable record, giving space for the 
details of service career and achievements. 


The Purpose of Our Memorials. 

In most communities a much larger sum 
is likely to be raised than will be required 
to achieve this primary task of providing 
a record of names; and further memorials 
will thus be possible. As to the purpose 
which should underlie these wider pro- 
jects, the Council calls attention to a 
passage from Lord Chatfield’s opening 
speech at the War Memorials Conference : 

‘We should commemorate in our war 
memorials the spirit in which we went 
to war, the unity of purpose and action 
which the war has brought about, and 
the spirit in which we have fought and 
our sons and daughters have given their 
lives. If that thought is to govern 
national feeling and action after the war, 
that which is spiritual in a war memorial 
must not be lost. There is a feeling with 
which I sympathise, that in honouring the 
dead we can perhaps do something for 
those for whom they died, but we must 
also take care that the other object is 
achieved. .. .” 

** As a consequence of Acts of Parlia- 
ment, much will be done after this war 
in improving social facilities. ... We 
must be careful, therefore, to see that 
the war memorial is not indistinguishable 
from that which is not a war memorial. 
Only thus will it fulfil its educational and 
spiritual purpose . . . as a guide and a 
light to future generations which can 
never be removed.” 

What follows from the above? First, 
that where the memorials take the form 
of monuments they must not be (as so 
often after the last war) mere standard- 
ised products of commerce. They must 
be the creation of individual artists well 
acquainted with or prepared to study the 
sentiments of the community that com- 
missions them and the location chosen for 
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the memorial. Secondly, where the memo- 
rials take the form of socially valuable 
projects they must meet permanent rather 
than temporary needs. Further, they 
should not consist in the provision of 
facilities which government, national or 
local, will in any case provide. Finally, 
they must be obviously and unmistakably 
war memorials. To achieve the last of 
these aims the Council recommends :— 

(a) That each Record of Names should 
contain a reference to any other form 
that the local memorial takes; 

(b) To make clear its memorial purpose 
any land or building dedicated as a war 
memorial should contain a group of sculp- 
ture or a relief panel in stone or metal 
or inscribed doors or gates; 

(c) That on the site of the memorial 
suitable occasion be taken at least annu- 
ally for a public act of recognition of the 
sacrifice the memorial commemorates. 


Projects of Social Service. 

In submitting as suitable war memorials 
certain projects of social service—all of a 
tangible nature—the Council makes no 
suggestion that others of equal or greater 
merit cannot be devised, whether of the 
same general character or otherwise. It 
is, however, the Council’s hope that the 
following may be included amongst those 
projects from which committees make 
their choice. 

The key-word of the larger memorials 
should be re-creation. For the whole 
population the smooth current of peace- 
time life, and the contentment of a quiet 
mind are shattered by the hideous 
calamity of war. Nature herself can best 
restore the balance which man’s misguided 
mechanical ingenuity has so cruelly dis- 
turbed. In the restfulness and beauty of 
land developed as a memorial many dis- 
tricts may find the answer to their prob- 
lem—an answer which will constitute a 
permanent enrichment of the neighbour- 
hood. The following ways in which land 
may be used for memorial purposes are 
submitted for further examination by in- 
dividual committees :— 

(1) The laying out (perhaps in the im- 
mediate naiiucucheutt of the memorial 
of the last war, the site of which would 
thereby be enhanced) of Gardens of 
Memory, places of rest and meditation. 
In such gardens generous use might well 
be made of flowering trees and the more 
fragrant shrubs and flowers. In _ war- 
damaged towns bombed sites could, by 
collaboration with the local planning 
authorities, be converted into beautiful 
oases in otherwise characterless deserts of 
brick and mortar. Disused churchyards 
and the gardens of city squares which are 
often neglected might be made things of 
beauty again. The ruins of certain 
bombed churches, preserved in a garden 
setting with the minimum of repairs neces- 
sary to ensure public safety, would be a 
permanent reminder of the suffering and 
loss which war inflicts. 

(2) The creation of parks and open 
spaces, including the improvement of river- 
side banks and public access thereto; on 
such land the individual dead could ke 
commemorated by the gift from relatives 
or friends of an artistically-designed seat, 
or some other feature adding to its 
amenities 

(3) The planting in suitable areas adja- 
cent to towns and villages of groups of 
memorial] trees in which individuals could 
be commemorated by their own trees. 
The improvement of the approaches to 
towns by avenues of suitable trees might 
also be considered. 

(4) The acquisition of hill tops or view 
points. A hill to which, in the course of 
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one’s daily round, one can lift one’s eyes 
in memory of the fallen, a hill which one 
can climb away from the world’s distrac- 
tions for periods of reflection, may well be 
in rural areas where such land can be se- 
cured one of the most fitting memorials. 
The acquisition of heaths and commons, 
and of nature reserves, planned under ex- 
pert guidance, would a be a source of 
permanent inspiration and delight. 

(5) Playing fields and children’s play- 
grounds are more utilitarian than any of 
the foregoing, but in the opinion of the 
Counci] suitable as war memorials for two 
reasons. Firstly, in honouring the dead 
we must not forget their wish that their 
children should enjoy a_ fuller life. 
Amongst the fallen those who have shown 
gifts of leadership on the battlefield 
would doubtless have become leaders also 
on the playing field, helping their juniors 
to acquire that team spirit which should 
increasingly be manifest in our civic life. 
Secondly, we should remember the sur- 
viving men and women of the Services 
for whom during the war exceptional 
facilities for recreation have been pro- 
vided, facilities which, on any adequate 
scale, they may lack on their return to 
civilian life. For them, as for the rising 
generation, well equipped sports centres 
are urgently required. 

(6) The acquisition and preservation of 
buildings of historic interest or archi- 
tectural papaviance would be a happy 
tribute to those who have themselves so 
nobly enriched their country’s history. 
The restoration of such buildings—includ- 
ing those which have suffered war dam- 
age—may also arise. 

Where a memorial is to take the form 
of land dedicated to public use its main- 
tenance will, as a general rule, be best 
assured by appointing as trustees the 
appropriate local authority or a national 
organisation not subject to the changes 
caused by the death or resignation of 
individual trustees. The local authority, 
a body permanently representative of the 
community, possesses the power, which 
private trustees do not enjoy, of enforcing 
bye-laws for the prevention of nuisances 
and the preservation of order. Moreover, 
if the deeds be properly drawn, liability 
for rates and taxes can be avoided. 
Where the trusteeship of the local 
authority is not practicable, the National 
Trust might be invited to become 
guardians of sites of historic interest or 
especial natural beauty, and the National 
Playing Fields Association of recreation 
grounds. 


Community Centres and Village Halls. 


The thoughts of our men on foreign 
service have turned back many times to 
the town or village that to them is home. 
They have longed that it might be kept 
safe, and that they might return to make 
it something better for those who follow 
them. The physical amenities of the 
homeland will be enhanced by the projects 
mentioned earlier. There are means of 
strengthening its mental and spiritual 
life which provide other acceptable forms 
of war memorials. For instance, the 
spirit of comradeship in public service 
which our Civil Defence Services have 
engendered would find a new outlet in 
the creation and maintenance in active 
being of the community centres and 
village halls, the lack of which in many 
areas has flong ‘been deplored. Here 
talks and discussion, displays of pictures 
and sculpture, performances of music, 
plays and films, with other recreational 
activities, would make happier and 
better citizens. 

The much needed expert guidance in the 
design and lay-out of buildings for these 
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9 is obtainable with illustrative 
nodels and plans from two of the Council’s 
associated societies. 


Hospitals and Other Health 
Organisations. 

In the proposed national medical service 
the voluntary hospitals, to which thou- 
sand of Servicemen owe their restoration 
to health and happiness, will continue to 
have an honoured place. No memorial 
could, in principle, be more appropriate 
than the development of hospitals, con- 
valescent homes, rest centres and child 
welfare clinics, for human _ suffering 
cruelly increased by war is, by such in- 
stitutions, nobly lessened, 


After-Care of the Wounded. 

The claims of the Servicemen with long- 
term impairment of physical or mental 
health demand the most careful thought. 
Government, it may be confidently hoped, 
will make an pe provision for them 
than in the past, but there may be need 
for the provision of small institutions, 
where the initial capital outlay having 
been met from war memoria] funds, thew 
pensions would secure for invalid Service- 
men a higher standard of comfort and o! 
readily available medical attention than mu 
their scattered individual homes. 


Design, 

The Council would stress the supreme 
importance of design in whatever enter- 
prise of a tangible nature may be under- 
taken. The value of any sum of money 
raised will be enhanced, and the dignity, 
simplicity and suitability of the memorial 
assured if the best professional advice 
he secured. The architect, the sculptor, 
the painter and the landscape architect 
by natural gifts, by professional training 
and practice can place at the service of 
those who commission them a wealth of 
faculty and experience that will obviate 
the errors which hastily applied rule-of- 
thumb knowledge has in the past so often 
entailed. 

Inscriptions need the greatest-eare to 
ensure felicity of wording. 


Maintenance. 

The Council wishes again to stress the 
importance of providing for the proper 
maintenance of war memorials. The con- 
dition of many memorials of the last war 
does honour neither to those whom they 
commemorate nor to the donors whose 
generosity permitted their provision. 
The better care of them might well have 
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@ place in the plans for memorials of the 
present war; and this time more fore- 
thought. must be shown. 


Consultation. 

To ensure co-ordination of effort it is 
recommended that committees be repre- 
sentative of all important local interests, 
and include branch members of national 
hodies whose headquarters may be issuing 
war memorial appeals... Close ‘ contact 
should be maintained with the dis- 
trict’s civic head and with the local 
authority. Early consultation with its 
Planning Officer (and through him, where 
necessary, with the Regional Planning 
Officer of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning) in the case of projects 
involving the use of land will facilitate 
the local authority’s acceptance of the 
trusts above described. Committees are 
advised to register the name and address 
of their secretary with the War 
Memorials Advisory Council, so that they 
may receive further general statements as 
issued; and before finally deciding upon 
their memorial to consult the appropriate 
society amongst those offering advice, of 
which a list is enclosed. (See below.) 


A National War Memorial. 

This statement is primarily directed to 
those committees who will be acting for 
towns and villages, for schools and other 
institutions, for Service units and com- 
mercial undertakings. The Council there- 
fore submit no detailed recommenda- 
tions for a National War Memorial, but 
supports in principle a suggestion of Lord 
Chatfield’s at the War Memorial confer- 
ence : — 

‘‘London, to which come the imperial 
pilgrims who visit the mother country, 
should surely have a special memorial of 
its own ... a shrine that will include 
in itself memorials to the dead of the 
Fighting Services, the Civil Defence Ser- 
vices, and all those who have taken part 
in this war and deserve to be remem- 
bered.”’ 

The creation of such a memorial at the 
heart of the Empire would crown the 
work of all the committees to whom this 
report is cordially, but with deference, 
addressed. 


Among those who have already agreed 
to sere on the Council, wun il con- 
sist of the representatives of fifty 
Societies and a like number of distinguished 
individuals, are the following :— 


ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES. 

British Hospitals Association (J. P. af 
hall); Central Institute of Art and_ Design; 
Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths Preserva- 
tion Society (Sir Lawrence Chubb); Council for 
the Encouragement of Music and the Arts (Philip 
James); Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England (H. G. Griffin, C.B.E.); Institute of 
Park Administration (Inc.) (W. H. Johns); 
London Society; Men of the Trees (R. St. 
Barbe Baker); Metropolitan Public Gardens 
Association (Sir Patrick Gower); National 
Council of Social Service (G. E. Haynes); 
National Playing Fields Association (Sir Law- 
rence Chubb); National Trust (D. M. Mathe- 
son, F Forsyth, F.R.1.B.A.); _Roads 
Beautifying Association (Wilfred Fox); Rotary 
International (F. C. Hickson); Royal Academy 
of Arts (Gilbert Ledward, R.A., E._ Vincent 
Harris, R.A.); a Designers for Industry, 
Faculty of (Percy Smith, R.D.I.); Royal _Insti- 
tute of British Architects (FRdward Maufe, 
A.R.A., O. P. Milne, F.R.I.B.A.); Royal Society 
of Arts; Royal Society of British Sculptors 
(Charles Wheeler, R.A.); Society for the Pro- 
motion of Nature Reserves (Dr. F. G. H 
Smith, M.A.);° Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings (Lord Esher); Society of 
Scribes and Illuminators (Miss Claire Evans); 
and Sports Development Advisory Council 
(P. W. Howard). 
_ (The above Societies have kindly agreed to act 
in an advisory capacity on matters within their 
own sphere referred to them by the War 
Memorials Advisory Council. Names of the 
Societies’ representatives on the Council are given 
in_brackets.) 

British Council (Major A. A. Longden); Civil 
Service National Whitley Council (Staff Side) 


Weten- 
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. L. M. Hoey); Ecclesiological Society (J. 
Dudley Daymond); Free Church Federal Council 
{ihe ev. 8S. W. Hughes, D.D.); Headmasters 

nference; Incorporated Association of Head- 
masters; Institute of Journalists; Institute of 

dseape Architects (G. A. Jellicoe); National 
Council of Women of Great Britain (Mrs. 
Patrick Ness); National Federation of Women’s 
Institutes (Freda, Countess of Listowel); Royal 
Horticultural Society (F. R. Durham); Sir 
Oswald Stoll Foundation (W. J. Roberts); 
and Women’s Group on Public Welfare (Miss 
M. L. Harford). 


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. 


Lord Aberconway, C.B.E., Lady Allen of Hurt- 
wood, Viscount Bennett, P.C., Field-Marshal the 
Rt. Hon. Lord Birdwood, G.C.B., Miss Margaret 
Bondfield, P.C., Alfred C. Bossom, M.P., Sir Frank 
Brown, ©.1.E., Sir Richard Cooper, Bt., Sir 
Edward Crowe, K.C.M.G., Sir Noel Curtis- 
Bennett, K.C.V.O., Sir Heury Dale, F.R.S., Vis- 
countess Davidson, M.P., Arthur J. Davis, R.A.. 
H. §S. Goodhart-Rendel, PP. R.I.B.A., Group 
Captain Sir Louis Greig, K.B.E., Sir Robert 
Greig, M.C., Dr. Somerville Hastings (Chair- 
man, L.C.C.), Lord Horder, G.C.V.O., Major 
Walter L. Irvine, Commander Stephen King-Hall. 
M.P., A. B. Knapp-Fisher, F.R.I.B.A., Miss 
Megan Lloyd George, M.P., Dr. J. J, 
C.H., John A. Milne, C,B.E., R..W. Moore, 
the Hon. Harold Nicolson, M.P., Major Louis 
Osman, A.R.I.B.A., Professor Sir Charles Reilly, 
O.B.E., Major-General Sir Fabian Ware, 
K.C.V.O., the Warden of All Souls, Oxford, and 
Lord Wigram, P.C. 


LAW REPORT 


CLAIM ON WAR DAMAGE 
COMMISSION FOR COMPENSATION 
FOR ELECTRIC LAMPS AND FITTINGS 

IN TEA-SHOP. 


Cuancery Drviston. 
Before Mr. Justice UTHWwATT. 


J. Lyons and Co., Ltd. v. Attorney- 
General. 

This case, which came before the Judge 
on a summons, raised the question whether 
or no the plaintiffs, Messrs. J. Lyons and 
Co., Ltd., were entitled to claim against 
the War Damage Commission in respect of 
electric lamp blocks and other fittings 
installed in a tea-shop belonging to the 
company in Cranbrook-road, Ilford, Essex, 
as being ‘‘ plant and machinery ”’ within 
the provisions of the War Damage Act, 
1943. 

In March, 1941, the tea-shop premises 
became damaged by reason of enemy 
action, and the plaintiffs made a claim on 
the Commission for a sum of £762, of which 
the items now in question amounted to 
£3 5s. 2d. hes 

His lordship, in the course of delivering 
a considered judgment in favour of the 
Attorney-General, said that two questions 
were raised ; (1) Whether it was sufficient 
that electric lamps were specified in the 
Schedule to the Order, as the plaintiff 
company contended ; or whether the Order 
only included such electric lamps as were 
a component part of machinery and plant 
which under the Section formed part of 
the hereditament as contended by the 
Attorney-General. (2) Whether, assuming 
that the company failed on their first con- 


tention, the particular lamps were 
“plant”? within the meaning of the 
Section. 


The lamps in question, said his lordship. 
were needed to give light where natura 
light was not sufficient, and they presented 
no unusual feature and formed no part of 
an electric lighting plant on the premises. 
He came to the conclusion that the lamps 
could not, in the circumstances, 
properly described as plant, and not, there- 
fore, ‘* machinery or plant ’’ for the pur- 
poses of the War Damage Act, 1945. 

Order accordingly. 

Mr. Wynn Parry, K.C., and Mr. T. J. 
Sophian appeared for the plaintiffs; and 
the Attorney-General (Sir Donald Somer- 
vell, K.C.) and Mr. H. 0. Danckwerts for 
the defendant. 





THE BUILDER 


IN PARLIAMENT 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING. 


On the report stage of the Town and 
Country Planning Bill, Mr. B. fx 
Srrauss, the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning, moved a new clause to empower the 
Minister to compile lists of buildings of 
special architectural or historic interest 
and to approve, either with or without 
modifications, such lists compiled by 
other persons or body of persons. The 
clause required the Minister, before com- 
piling or approving any list, to consult 
such bodies as might appear to him to be 
appropriate as having expert knowledge, 
and it also provided for the deposit with 
the clerk of the planning authority of a 
copy of any list compiled or approved by 
the Minister so far as it related to the 
area of that particular authority. 

Many Members welcomed the new 
clause. Cot. GREENWELL asked what was to 
be the position of land adjacent to those 
historic buildings on which there might 
be developments inimical to the building 
itself. There was the example of what 
had happened to two of our most magnifi- 
cent cathedrals, heirlooms of our race. 
Durham Cathedral meant something very 
tangible in the lives of north country- 
men; it was something about which they 
felt very deeply. e understood that 
Lincoln Cathedral was also likely to be 
affected. He asked for an assurance of 
the protection of buildings so affected. 

Mr. Srravss said this point could be 
dealt with elsewhere in the Bill. 


The new clause was agreed to. 


Later, Mr. Strauss moved the following 
amendment to Clause 16 :— 


(8) In the exercise of the powers con- 
ferred by this Section a local planning 
authority shall have regard to the desira- 
bility of preserving features of special 
architectural or historic interest, and in 
particular buildings included in any list 
compiled or approved under the pro- 
visions of the Section (Designation of 
buildings of special architectural or 
historic interest) of this Act, and the 
Minister shall not give his consent to the 
disposal under this Section of any land 
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comprising a building included in such a 
jist unless either— 


(a) the consent is given subject to 
such conditions or limitations as in the 
opinion of the Minister will secure the 
preservation of the building; or 

(b) the Minister is satisfied that the 
purpose which the local planning 
authority seek to achieve by the pro- 
posed exercise of their powers under 
this Section is one which ought in the 
public interest to be carried out. and 
either that the preservation of the build- 
ing would prevent the carrying out of 
that purpose, whether by the use of the 
land in question or otherwise, or that 
the effect of preserving the building on 
the carrying out as aforesaid of the said 
purpose would be such that notwith- 
sanding the desirability of preserving 
the building it is inexpedient so to do. 
In this sub-section the expression “* pre- 

servation,” in relation to a_ building, 
means the preservation thereof either in 
its existing state or subject only to such 
alterations or extensions as will not 
seriously affect its character. 

He explained that he moved this 
amendment to carry out a promise he 
made in committee to Mr. Keeling. 

Mr. KeeLine thanked the Government 
for this amendment, which was agreed to. 

On Clause 39, Sir D. Maxwe. Fyre, the 
Solicitor-General, moved an amendment 
to protect listed buildings against demo- 
lition or alteration or extension which 
would seriously affect their character un- 
less a month’s notice had been given to 
the local planning authority. This would 
avoid the danger of an owner disputing 
a listed building before the local author- 
ity could take statutory action to safe- 
guard it. 

The amendment was agreed to. Sir 
Donald promising to see if the one month 
could be extended to three months when 
the Bill came before the Lords. 

He expressed great sympathy with a 
point raised by MR. Woopsurn, who 
asked if this clause would give the 
Minister power to prevent the erection of 
a building which would destroy the view 
of another historical building. He in- 
stanced Lothian-road, Edinburgh, which 
was a great wide street with a beautiful 
vista. Someone had erected a cinema 
which blocked the view from one end 
of the road to the other. The town coun- 
cil of that time seemed incapable of safe- 
guarding the beauties of its city. Would 
it be possible, for instance, for the 
Minister to safeguard St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral from being shut out from view by 
the erection of buildings if the local 
authority had not paid attention to its 
duties ? 

Str D. Maxwet. Fyre said that did not 
come within the purview of the clause, 
mon, it would destroy many high hopes 
which they all had in planning if the 
situation Mr. Woodburn envisaged was 
not corrected and properly dealt with. 

Later, after a prolonged and heated de- 
bate, new clauses dealing with compen- 
sation and forming a new Part II, were 
read a second time. The Government 
have retained the 1939 ceiling, but have 
allowed owner-occupiers to claim from 
the purghasing authority such additional 
compensation, as may be reasonable, up 
to 30 per cent. in excess of the 1939 price. 


The Housing Programme, 

Mr. Astor asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works 
whether he had had consultation with 
the light metal industry as regarded the 
contribution that it might make to the 
solution of the housing situation. 

Mr. Hicks said that there had been 
consultation between his Ministry and 
the Ministry of Aircraft Production and 
with the me Metal Industry on the pos- 
sibilities of using light re for house 
construction. It was too early to make a 
statement on the subject, but a prototype 
had been ordered, from which it was 
hoped to form a judgment of the possi- 
bilities. 
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Reconditioning of Houses. 

Masor Procter asked the Minister of 
Health whether he was aware that in 
view of the shortage of houses some time 
must elapse before dwellings included in 
clearance orders and compulsory purchase 
orders could be demolished; and whether 
he would an appropriate date if 
owners of such properties were willing to 
recondition and repair them. 

Mr. WILLINK said it was unfortunately 
true that owing to the impossibility of 
building the necessary new houses during 
the war many houses which had been 
condemned before the war must continue 
to be occupied for some time to come. 
The suggestion made in the question 
would require legislation on a basis quite 
inconsistent with that laid down by 
Parliament for the demolition of unfit 
houses and he would not feel justified in 
seeking such powers. 


Deferment for Building Operatives. 

Mr. G. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister 
of Labour whether he was aware of the 
uncertainty and disturbance caused to the 
local authorities by the present practice 
of granting deferment to men engaged 
upon repair of war-damaged houses for 
short periods only; and whether, in view 
of the urgency of this work, he would 
now give instructions that deferment in 
such cases would be granted indefinitely 
or for a longer period than was at present 
the case. 

Mr. G. Tomtinson said that the 
Minister of Labour, in agreement with 
the Minister of Works, was issuing in- 
structions that applications for the defer- 
ment of men in the building and civil 
engineering industries need not be made, 
except in the case of apprentices. In view 
of the urgency of building work, the only 
men in these industries who were being 
called up were men born in or after 1924, 
who had not been granted deferment as 
apprentices. A few men might also be 
required from time to time for service as 
tradesmen in the Forces, but an oppor- 
tunity would be afforded for the con- 
sideration of appeals in these cases. Due 
notice would be given of any change in 
the position. 


Value Payments. 

Sir G. Jones asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether, in view of the 
greatly increased cost of building, the 
Government would take steps whereby 
the owners of houses totally destroyed 
by enemy action would receive as com- 
penseton value payment under the War 

amage Act an amount equal to the 
value of the house at the time of destruc- 
tion instead of the March, 1939, value; 
and whether, in the case of owners ot 
limited means, the Government would 
make provision for an immediate pay- 
ment of the whole or part of such com- 
pensation. 

Sir J. ANDERSON replied: A large num- 
ber of totally destroyed houses will 
qualify for cost of works payments—that 
is, a payment of the reasonable cost of 
rebuilding when the work has been done. 
Where a value parsaeet is to be made, 
assessment on the basis of the value at 
the time of destruction would tend to 
operate against owners in many areas oi 
heavy damage and would be quite unfair 
as between one owner and another. With 
regard to the second part of the question, 
I understand Sir G. Jones to have in 
mind owners formerly living on the rents 
derived from the. properties concerned. 
While I sympathise with them in their 
difficulties, many other persons and 
classes of persons have sustained serious 
losses of income owing to the war, and I 
regret that I cannot take the course sug- 
gested. 


Boiler Blow-Down. 

The Fuel Efficiency Directorate of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power. has issued 
Bulletin No, 35, dealing with the subject 
of boiler blow-down. | Copies «may ‘be 
obtained free of charge from the Ministry 
in London, or from itg Regional Offices. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING 


PLANNING BY LEASE CONTROL. 


In a paper on this subject, read at the 
recent Town and Country Planning Summer 
School held at St. Andrews, Mr. Henry 
W. Weis, F.S.I., F.A.I., War Damage 
and Reconstruction Areas Officer to the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
(who made it clear that he was expressing 
his own individual views), said that the 
Town and Country Bill now before Parlia- 
ment. enabled local authorities to acquire 
and lease land for development and re- 
development. The new powers provided 
the authorities with a new machine by 
which they could control the planning and 
replanning of parts of their areas. 

he lecturer dealt with the subject in 
three parts: (1) Disposal procedure and 
problems; (2) control after disposal; and 
(3) ection. and dangers of planning by 
lease control. In regard to the last part, 
he said :— 

The advantages are more obvious than 
the dangers; for here at last are the local 
authorities able to effect limited positive as 
opposed to regulatory planning. Absolute 
positive planning cannot be achieved, in 
my view, unless the planner is also the 
owner and the developer. The idea of ex- 
tensive ‘absolute positive planning is ab- 
horrent to many, as not suiting the British 
way of life, 

The Bill enables the Minister to permit 
the local authority to carry out develop- 
ment in certain circumstances, but the 
wording of the Bill limits the local authori- 
ites’ activity in this direction. It is a moot 

int as to whether it is desirable that 
ocal authorities should have wide powers 
to build commercial and industrial build- 
ings. I do not intend to say any more on 
this thorny question except to remind you 
that in my opening remarks I pointed out 
that the ground landlords of 200 years ago 
were able to secure sound planning of their 
estates without developing the estate 
themselves, 

Housing development by the local 
authority is, of course, another matter be- 
cause of the existing powers. The develop- 
ment and subsequent management of hous- 
ing estates is clearly outside the scope of 
this paper. But land for housing purposes 
can be purchased under the proposed 
acquisition machinery, and in the case o 
extensive war-damaged land the cost in- 
curred as a result of the acquisition and 
clearance is subject to grant assistance 
under the Bill until the housing develop- 
ment is commenced when presumably the 
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Housing Act grant assistance formula be- 
comes operative. 

The powers of local authorities to plan 
absolutely positively will be restricted in 
effect to municipal housing, the limited 
cases where local authorities already have 
special powers, and to those cases sanc- 
tioned by the Minister under Clause 16 of 
the Bill. It seems to me that in the future, 
but ignoring the possibilities of the White 
Paper on ** The Control of Land Use,” 
local authorities will be able, broadly 
speaking, to plan by three systems. First, 
in the special cases just mentioned they 
can plan absolutely positively. Secondly, 
in areas of reconstruction or redevelopment 
and overspill acquired under the Bill they 
will, for the most part, be planning by 
lease control. Thirdly, the extended 
powers of the regulatory interim develop- 
ment control, which will still be the main 
method. 

‘Lhe three methods will be operating con- 
currently in different parts of the local 
authority’s area, but in the course of time 
more aud more land will be planned by 
acquisition aud lease control. ‘lhe interim 
development control must, therefore, be 
so operated as to fit in with the local 
authority’s intentions to acquire land and 

by lease control. The interim de- 
velopment Urder shortly to be issued has, 
in part, been drafted so as to assist 
authorities in relating the two systems, 
‘the chances of success of planning by lease 
control are in no small measure dependent 
upon wise aud far-sighted interim develop- 
ment control. 

There is one great danger in municipal 
land ownership on a large scale, and it is 
summarised in the word ‘‘ Bureaucracy.” 
The system will not be a success if the 
local authorities attempt to control their 
estates by regulations and rules too rigidly 
applied. The relationship between the 
loca] authority as lessor and the developer 
or his successor in title as lessee should be 
that of partners in a joint undertaking. 
The relationship is much closer than that 
of interim development authority and de- 
veloper. It should, therefore, be a more 
human and understanding relationship. 
The authority should make every effort to 
avoid quibbling over unimportant legal 
technicalities. Appeals for small conces- 
sions should be listened to, and, if really 
justified, allowed. An authority which has 
a good name as a good landlord will bring 
prosperity to its area, but an authority 
which is a bureaucratic landlord will drive 
away prosperity. It is my considered 
opinion that-the new system will stand if 
local authorities are human and personal in 
the management of their new estates, or 
fall if they are impersonal and bureaucra- 
tic. I do not under-estimate the difficulties 
and I know how easy it is to “‘ protect” 
oneself by hiding behind the verbiage of 
regulations, but the protection is tempor- 
ary and illusory. 

Darticalatly in so far as planning by 
lease control ig concerned, both local and 
central government must be on continual 
guard against the temptation to become 
bureaucratic. We are concerned with 
people as well as property. Furthermore, 
no two buildings—no two pieces of land— 
are identical. The administration must, 
therefore, be flexible—capable of adapt- 
ing itself to any set of circumstances. 
Regulations there must be, but they 
should be, in so far as possible, broad 
guides to principles of policy rather than 
attempts to provide for all contingencies, 
some of which may never arise. Further- 
more, detailed regulations may be em- 
barrassing to the administrator and cannot 
cover every possibility. The people will be: 
anxiously watching a bold national experi- 
ment; it is our task to see that the 

experiment is successful. 
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SCOTTISH [POST-WAR 
HOUSING PROGRAMME 


NEW STANDARDS OF LIVING-SPACE 
DEFINED. 

‘* Houstne in the transitional period 
after the war,” a Circular (D.H.S. 149/44) 
just issued by the Department of Health 
for Scotland, is the Secretary of State’s 
first ‘‘ Order of the Day ”’ to local authori- 
ties on the eve of the forthcoming offensive 
on the housing problem. The Circular 
presses local authorities who have not yet 
acquired enough land for their building 
programme to do so immediately; asks 
them to proceed now with the preliminary 
development of the land with roads and 
services; declares that to save time the 
Secretary of State is arranging that 
standard plans, including elevations and 
full working drawings, be made avail- 
able to the authorities who want them; 
and invites all authorities to delegate 
powers to their housing committees. Sug- 
gesting a review of their administrative 
machinery so that when the time comes 
house-building can proceed with the mini- 
mum of delay, the circular states : ‘Any 
authorities who have not armed their 
housing committees with delegated powers 
should now seriously consider doing so.’’ 

Improved standards of occupancy, 
notably that only bedrooms will be counted 
as sleeping places and that children will 
be treated as individuals, are defined, and 
local authorities are asked to concentrate 
in the beginning on the building of larger 
types of permanent houses (four and five 
apartments), as the temporary housing 
programme will probably provide all the 
three-apartment houses required ‘ imme- 
diately after the war. 


The need for urgency and speedy action 
is stressed throughout. Offering standard 
plans to local authorities as another time- 
saver, the Circular explains that they will 
include elevations and complete working 
drawings and schedules of quantities. 
These standard plans are being prepared 
by the Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland and the Chartered Surveyors’ 
Institution. The aim, it is stated, is to 
arrange for the preparation of a reason- 
able range of plans for houses of four and 
five apartments conforming to the stan- 
dards incorporated in the short-term model 
plans contained in the Scottish Housing 
Advisory Committee’s ‘‘ Planning Our New 
Homes.’’ Local authorities will be able to 
select types suitable to their local circum- 
stances and will be able to proceed with 
building without further approval of the 
plans from the Department of Health. 


The Use of Registered Architects. 


The Secretary of State also urges local 
authorities to employ registered architects 
to prepare their own layout and type plans, 
‘“ Most authorities,’ it is recalled, 
‘‘ accepted this advice before the war, but 
some did not, with results which in certain 
cases were not entirely satisfactory. The 
magnet of the building operations to be 
undertaken after the war presents an 
unprecedented opportunity to enhance the 
appearance and amenities of the towns and 
countryside of Scotland, and makes it more 
important than ever that the preparation 
of housing plans should be placed in the 
hands of those who are best qualified to 
undertake the’work,”’ 

Repair of flying-bomb damage in London 
is taking up all available mobile building 
labour, and in Scotland house-building 
cannot be resumed on a full scale at the 
present time. Ag soon as the war situa- 
tion permits, however, the Secretary of 
State, in the light of available building 
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labour, will inform loca] authorities of the 
number of houses for which they may 
invite tenders. Local. authorities are told 
that in the meantime they can make the 
best preparation for an immediate start 
after European hostilities are over by 
acquiring their building sites now and sub- 
mitting layout and type plans for the 
approval of the Department of Health. 
Local authorities are invited to give the 
Department, as quickly as possible, par- 
ticulars of the sites on which they propose 
to build permanent houses in the post-war 
period, stating the order in which the sites 
are to be ete sem They are asked to 
give the name of each site, its size, the 
number of houses to be built on it, the 
position relating to the acquisition of land, 
and state whether a layout plan has been 
prepared or is under preparation. Local 
authorities. are reminded when com- 
piling this list that the Bill now before 
Parliament proposes to make subsidies 
available for houses completed by Octo- 
ber 1, 1947, not merely for the replacement 
of unfit houses and for the relief of over- 
crowding as before the war, but for the 
general needs of the population. 


Sites to be Acquired Now. 

The Secretary of State, it is added, is 
most anxious that all possible steps should 
be taken now, not only to acquire sites, but 
to develop them with roads and main ser- 
vices so that the actual building of houses 
can be started when the time is ripe. 


The Circular gives guidance to local 
authorities on the Scottish Housing Ad- 
visory Committee’s recommendations which 
the Secretary of State has decided to 
accept. He agrees, for example, that the 
Committee’s opinion that the pre-war 
standard of occupancy ‘n Scotland was too 
low. The living-room counted as a sleep- 
ing place, two children under ten years of 
age were reckoned as equivalent to one 
adult, and infants under one year were 
discounted altogether. ‘‘ In future,’’ it is 
stated. ‘‘ local authority houses should be 
occupied on the basis that only bedrooms 
will be counted as sleeping places, that 
all children will be treated as individuals, 
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and that the maximum accommodation 
capacity of a house will be determined as 
follows :— 


Two-bedroom house, three apartments, four 


persons. 

Three-bedroom house, four apartments, sia 
persons. 

Four-bedroom house, five apartments, eight 
persons. 

‘This new standard of occupancy will 

apply not only to new houses, but to exist- 

ing houses as this becomes practicable— 

usually on their becoming vacant.’ 

Inviting local authorities to concentrate 
on the building of the larger types of 
houses, at least during the earlier stages of 
their post-war housing programme, the 
Circular recalls that the Scottish Housing 
Advisory Committee drew attention to the 
fact that between the wars 73.7 per cent. 
of all the houses provided by local auth- 
orities in Scotland were of three apart- 
ments and less, and only 26.3 per cent. 
were of four apartments and more. ‘‘ The 
Secretary of State feels,’’ the Circular con- 
tinues, ‘‘that these figures cannot be 
ignored, and that it is essential to build 
substantial numbers of the larger sizes if 
the serious state of overcrowding in Scot- 
land is to be remedied, and the people are 
to be rehoused according to the new 
standard of occupancy.” e sizes of the 
rooms will continue as defined at Septem- 
ber, 1935—living-room, 180 sq. ft.; first 
bedroom, 150-160 sq. ft.; second bedroom, 
120-130 sq. ft. ; third bedroom, 110 sq. ft. ; 
fourth bedroom, 90-110 sq. ft.; scullery, 
70-80 sq. ft. 

The Secretary of State has adopted a 
number of the improved equipment recom- 
mendations of the Scottish Housing Ad- 
visory Committee. Additional equipment, 
it is stated, will include cupboard accom- 
modation in the kitchens and living-rooms, 
built-in cupboards in the bedrooms and fuel 
storage and linen cupboards. Plans ap- 
proved by the Department before the war 
will be accepted for the transitional period 
so long as they are adjusted to meet the 
new standards of equipment. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Control of London Civil Building. 

The Ministry of Worke has issued Notes 
for Guidance on ‘“‘ Defence 1 
56a--S.R. and O., 1944, No. 1112,” by which 
responsibility for licensing building works 
in London C.D. Regions costing more 
than £10 but not more than £100 is vested 
in the local authority. 


Demolition Arising from Enemy Action. 

The National Federation of Demolition 
Contractors, 13, Bloomsbury - square, 
London, W.C.1, states that it will be 
happy to supply a copy of the Demolition 
Industry Working Rule Agreement and of 
the Special Ruling of the Wages Board 
regarding men directed to London for 
demolition work resulting from enemy 
action, on request. 


Oxford Builders’ Association. 

The inaugural meeting of the Oxford- 
shire Association of Building Trades Em- 
ployers (the new association formed in 
place of the old Oxford and District Asso- 
ciation for building trades employers in 
Oxfordshire with the exception of the 
Henley area) was recently held at the 
ro ee Café, Oxford. The association is 
affiliated to the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion, the regional body of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
There are 64 members within the asso- 
ciation, and nine applicants awaiting 
election. Mr. M. F. Gray, of Oxford, was 
elected president; Mr. P. R. Alcock, of 
Banbury, senior vice-president, and Mr. 
E. B. Taylor, of Witney, junior vice-presi- 
dent. r. H. R. Berry, an official of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, was elected secre- 
tary. 
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TIMBER BUILDING MANU- 
FACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 


INAUGURAL LONDON AND SOUTHERN 
COUNTIES GROUP MEETING. 

Tue inaugural meeting of the T.B.M.A. 
London and Southern Counties Regional 
Group was held at the Dorchester Hotel, 
W.1, on Thursday, October 19. Mr. G. W. 
Grosvenor, Chairman of the Governing 
Council, was in the chair. 

Mr. Duptey A. Comonte, joint secre- 
tary, the convener of the meeting, 
urged that the trade should play its 
part in post-war organisation by main- 
taining a responsible and comprehensive 
trade association which would continue 
to function, not because of the fear 
that unless firms were associated they 
would be deprived of some trading advan- 
tage, but because of the conviction that 
the prosperity of the larger firms in the 
trade was dependent on that of the 
smaller firms and on the prosperity of the 
trade as a whole. ' 

The CHarrMay, in his speech, explained 
the reasons for forming these Regional 
Groups as a policy of ‘‘closing the 
ranks”’ and presenting a well-informed, 
well-equipped and united front to all con- 
trary influences and factors. He pointed 
out that the formation of all these nine 
Regional Groups over the country would 
allow the opinions and the ideas of all 
sections of the membership to be made 
known to the Governing Council, where 
they could crystallise into association 
action, which would be all the stronger by 
virtue of its endorsement from the ranks, 
and he suggested that the ranks them- 
selves would directly benefit from this 
regional machinery, which would allow 
the quick ventilation from the council of 
all matters of trade interest. The neces- 
sary ingredient to the trade’s successful 
post-war resumption of business was 
**adequate supplies of timber,” with re- 
gard to which there was no definite assur- 
ance as yet from ministerial levels, but he 
hoped that the increasing strength and co- 
operation of all the sectional interests in 
the timber-using industries would shortly 
allow representations to be made to the 


Government with an importance which - 


the Government could no longer deny. As 
to the important work of the trade in the 
post-war rehousing of the people and the 
provision of some of their necessary 
amenities. for this work high degrees of 
priority for the demobilisation of the 
trade labour and the supplies of its essen- 
tial raw materials should be forthcoming, 
and the loyal support of everyone in the 
Association was required to shoulder the 
responsibility for this work. . 

A luncheon followed the meeting, at 
which Mr. Rosert H. Hatt, Director of 
Woodworking, said that the woodworking 
industry was looking forward to the 
future with a certain amount of disquiet 
and alarm. It did not want to be set 
aside and forgotten. The chief problem 
before it was one of raw material supplies. 
.What they wanted was sufficient timber 
in the country after the war to employ 
the whole productivity of the trade—that 
was to say, about three million standards 
of softwoods and eighty million cubic feet 
of hardwoods. The industry could help 
to relieve the housing shortage by provid- 
ing large numbers of timber houses. 

Mr. E. H. B. Bovtron, Technical 
Director of the Timber Develcpment 
Association, urged that the timber-using, 
timber-distributing and timber-importing 
trades should get together and speak with 
one voice to make known their require- 
ments for peace-time trading. The use of 
modern machinery and certain types of 
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“THE BUILDER ” 
PRICES AND WAGES. 


Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ‘‘ Prices Current of Materials’’ 
and Rates of Wages will be given in the 
first issue of each month only. Current 
changes will be given weekly as they occur. 











war-time shipping at the sources of supply 
would overcome all difficulties of acquisi- 
tion and transport of timber. 

The CHAIRMAN, responding to a vote 
of thanks, urged that the Government 
should tell the industry exactly where it 
stood so that they could have no illusions 
about the future. 


WINTER WORKING HOURS 
LONDON REGIONAL COMMITTEE'S 
DECISIONS. 


THE London Regional Committee of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry has decided that as from Mon- 
day, November 13, up to and including 
Saturday, February 3, 1945, the working 
hours on jobs and works which are not 
artificially lighted will be as follows :— 

First five days in the week, 8.30 a.m. 
to 12.30 p.m., 1 p.m, to 5 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 8.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

If overtime is worked on Saturdays 
overtime rates to be paid for time worked 
after 12 noon. The above hours are sub- 
ject to employers obtaining and issuin 
to their workmen certificates which wil 
entitle them to obtain workmen’s tickets. 
In the event of the failure to obtain 
certificates, time to be paid as from 
8 a.m. Any man who desires to finish 
work at 4.30 p.m. shall be allowed to do 
so and shall not be penalised. 

The Ministry of Health have issued an 
instruction through local authorities 
setting out the hours to be worked on 
war damage repairs. These are at vari- 
ance with the Joint Committee’s decision 
in respect of the mid-winter period, and 
the matter has been taken up with the 
Ministry with a view to amendment 
being made by them to put the position 
in order. The Joint Committee’s de- 
cision lays down the normal working 
hours after which overtime is payable. 
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Lonpon Rute 2, Extra Waces. 

The advice of the National Joint Coun. 
cil has been sought regarding the ques. 
tion of whether extra wages under Rule 
2 are payable on the hours paid or the 
hours worked. : 

The London Master Builders’ Associa. 
tion has been advised that the extra 
wages are of two categories, namely ;— 
(1) Extra Payments for skill and responsi. 

bility. These enhance the operatives’ 

rate for the purpose of calculation of 
overtime and _ travelling-time pay. 
ments. 


(2) Extra payments relating to conditions 
of risk, discomfort, etc. These are 
not added to the standard rate upon 
which overtime and travelling-time 
payments are calculated. 


EXTENSION OF HOoLipDAy PERIOD. 


The General Purposes Committee of 
the Holiday Scheme Management, Litd., 
has decided, that in view of present exi- 

encies, the holiday period stated in 

lause 5 of the Agreement, namely, 
April 1 to October 31, shall be extended 
to December 31. It is understood that 
the intention of the Committee of the 
Management Company’ is that this 
decision shall apply to the whole of the 
country. The decision refers only to the 
holiday period for the present year. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


EDDIEWOOD.—Plans prepared for housing 
scheme, for which the architect is William 
Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

FLEMINGTON.—Plans prepared for garage, 
for which the architect is Andrew Walker, 
Cambuslang. 

GLASGOW.—Plans in hand for reconstruction 
and additions, for which the architect is Magnus 
Duncan, 243, Eglinton-st., Glasgow. 

KILMARNOCK.—The Dean of Guild Court 
granted warrant to directors of Kilmarnock In- 
rmary to erect pathological and bio-chemical 
laboratory, at £1,850. 

MOTHERWELL.—Plans prepared for office 
buildings, etc., for which the architects are 
Cowie & Miller, 45, Cleland-rd., Wishaw, 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
OCTOBER 30. 

tNotts C.C.—Erection of three sculleries and 
caretaker’s store at Harworth Bircotes Schools. 
County Architect, Shire Hall, Nottingham. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

Notts C.C.—Erection of scullery and care- 
taker’s store at_ Hodsock Langold School. 
County A., Shire Hall, Nottingham, Dep. £1 1s. 

NOVEMBER 4. 

Sheffield E.C.—Erection of classroom blocks 
at Southey Green, Abbeydale, and Gleadless 
schools. W. G. Davies, City A., Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 each. 
NOVEMBER 6. 

Shefheld T.C.—Conversion of properties (1) 
40, Brincliffe Edge-rd. into 2 flats; (2) 5, Clark- 
son-st, into 2 flats; (3) 30, Oakhill-rd. into 2 
flats, and repair of damage. W. G. Davies, 
City A. Dep. £1, 

NOVEMBER 7. 

Antrim.—Erection and completion of auto- 
matic telephone exchange. Ministry of Finance 
iRoom, Je. Employment Exchange, Antrim. 

p. c 


NOVEMBER 13. 
Nuneaton T.C.—Reinstatement of 12 houses. 
B.S. Dep, £2 2s. 
West Riding War Agricultural Executive 
ommittee.—Adaptation work at_ Woolas Grange 
Farm. W. P. Richardson, Chief Executive 
Officer, Stray Hotel, Harrogate. 


DECEMBER 7. 

Cheltenham T.C.—Erection of 4 experimental 
houses at Kipling-rd., St. Mark’s. G. G, Mars- 
land, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

_ Gloucestershire C.C.—Adaptations and decora- 
tions at Stowfield House, Lydbrook. County A., 
Shirehall, Gloucester. Dep, £2 2s. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
NOVEMBER 4. 
+Bath Fe lerag of water mains at post- 
war hoyatng sites Basil Ogden, T.C. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


NOVEMBER 2. 

Swindon T.C.—Engineering Assistants. £330, 
rising to £360 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus. A plica- 
tions, quoting E. 1i50XA, to Ministry of Labour 
and National Service, Room 432, Alexandra 
House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


NOVEMBER 3. 

Lindsey (Lincs) ©.C.—Senior Assistant. £325- 
£375 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus. Applications by 
letter only to Philip W. Birkett (A.), County 
Architect, County Offices, Lincoln. 


NOVEMBER 6. 
a Ham C.B.—Head of Schools of Build- 
£580-£25-£20-£625. Particulars and form of 
selisstion from the Principal, West Ham 
Municipal College. (Stampe and addressed 
envelope required.) 


NOVEMBER 7. 
*Newcastle-on-Tyne E.C.—Assistant Master 
(graduate) to teach Science at Junior Technical 
School of Building Crafts. Application forms 
from T. Walling, D. of E., City Ed. Office, 
Northumberland-rd., Newcastle-on- 'yne, 2. 


NOVEMBER 11, 
*Southampton C.B.—(a) Instructor in Car- 
pentry and Joinery; (b) Instructor in Plumbing. 
Forms from F, L. Freeman, Secretary, Ed. 
Office, Civic Centre, Southampton. 


NOVEMBER 13. 
*Essex C.C.—(a) Senior Planning Assistant 
(salary to be fixed); (b) Junior Draughtsman. 
£75-£12 10s.-£150, plus bonus. Applications, 


‘accompanied by "three testimonials, to J. E. 
Chelms- 


Lightburn, C. of C.C., County Hall, 
ford. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORKS 


Ashton-in-Makerfield.—U.D.C. to erect emer- 
gency fire station. Plans by A. K. Dennis, S.— 

U.D.C. propose 175 houses at Downall Green, 

"qicaaeigen C. to consider provision 
of crematorium, Directors of Theatre Royal 
propose alterations and improvements at 
Theatre Royal.—T.C, approved: Alterations for 
offices for Buckton Quarries, Ltd.; alterations, 
? aac Rigs’ Bow:st., for Openshaw 
Brewery Co. , Manchester’ 12. 

Bilston.—T. é ge ose 760 houses at Stowlawn 
estate. T. Alwyn Lloyd (F.), 10, Cathedral-rd., 
Cardiff, is town planning consultant. 

Billingham-on-Tees. —U.D.C. propose erection 
of public convenience at Cowpen-la, 

Bradford.—' propose extension of nursery 
at Bowling Institution and improvements to 
nursery at Daisy Hill Institution. 

Chesterfie . Hoole, Birdholme, pro- 
poses development of site at junction of Derby- 
rd, and Nottingham-dr., Wingerworth. 

Darlington.— Richardson, 3, Skinner- 
gate, Darlington, is architect for erection of 
store at ee * -. for Teesside Farmers, Ltd. 

D .—Milk Marketing Board to erect ei 
heat factory i — Bridge. Plans by E. M. 
Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Eccles.—E.C. propose nursery school at Gras- 
mere-cres., Westwood Park.—T.C. propose: 
Conversion of property into six flats; erection 
of ge conveniences on three sites "at Patri- 
cro 

Essex.—C.E.C. to carry out following works: 
Erection of prefabricated huts at following 
schools: _ Woodford . Churchfield, ..at £850; 
Chingford Chase-la. Junior, at £876; and Ching- 
ford Senior, at £1,328. 

Gateshead.—H. Leverton & Co., Lid.. to erect 
factory at Team Valley Estate. 

Hull,—A. Rankine (A.), City Architect, pre- 
pared plans for assembly hall, lesser hall, ad- 
ministrative offices, committee and recreation 
rooms, etc. 

Hyde.—Housing Committee propose sites for 
houses at Harbour Farm and Hylds Farm 
Estates, Mottram Old-rd.; T.C. approved addi- 
tions to works, for Ashicn Bros, & Co., Lid., 
Cotton Spinners, Carr Fields 

Jarrow.—Theatre Royal, Jarrow, to be con- 
verted into cinema, at £2,500. Plans by T. A. 
Page, Son & Bradbury, King. st., South Shields. 

ween Lynn.—T.C. appointe d J. L. Carroll and 

White (L.), Paradise-chbrs., as architects 
ied Piaktetg scheme, at Wootton-rd. 

Macclesfield. —Licensing | Justices ap raved 
structural a ony - * Blacksmith’s 
Rainow, for Walker & Homfray, Ltd., Wood- 
side Brewery, Salford 5. 

Manchester.—E.C. submitted lay-out plans to 
. E. for school sites at Wythenshawe.—T.C. 
pproved conversion of houses into factory and 
s. A. M. Isaacs, architect, 136, Middleton- 
rd Higher Crumpsall ; structural alterations at 


New- 
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Tatler New Theatre. P. Cummings (F.), archi- 
tect, 25, Cross-st.; farm buildings at Vauxhall 
Farm, for J. A A. Smith. A. R. Walsingham (L.), 
architect, 50, High Grove i Cheadle, Ches. ; 


alterations and additions for Briggs & Son, 
Ltd. E. A. Newton (L.), architect, atherford: 
chbrs., Blow-la., Princess-st. 


Manchester.—T.C. approved office to works, 
for J. Garland & Co Broadbent, architect, 
4,. Kiin Hill-la. Chadderton, nr. Oldham; con- 
version of 146, Wilmslow-rd., Didsbury, into five 
flats, for A. Altame, E. L. Doyle, architect, 26, 
Hollins-la., Marple Bridge, Marple; conversion 
of 25, Edge-la., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, into four 
flats, tor Elsinore Estates, Ltd., C. Wild, archi- 
tect, 72, Bridge-st., Deansgate ; conversion of 
40, ’Brook- rd., Fall owfield, into five flats wy 
three garages, for A. Morris, F. Jones and H. 
Damyeple (F. & A.), architects, 178, Oxford: 
Chorlton-on- -Medlock ; conversion of 25, 
toch rd,, Fallowfield, into four flats, for 
C. A. Corner, J. RB. Gradwell, architect, 15, 
Brookdale-av., Moston. 
Morley.—T.C. propose: Sub-station, at £3,600; 
electricity showrooms and offices, at £7,000. 
Rochdale.—T.C. propose erection of civic 
buildings. eHealth Committee propose public 
oy offices and central health centre, at 


Rotherham.—T.C._ propose: Extensions. at 
Central library; reinstatement of premises at 
Brinsworth-st., for Junior Building school; 
erection of 350 houses at East Herringthorpe.— 
T.C. approved: Garage and store, for A. E. 
Cocking, 31, Fitzwilliam-rd.; addttions for W. 


Jackson & Son, Ltd.—R.D.C. propose 150 
houses. 
Southport.—T.C. propose reconstruction of 


messropm and offices at Crowlands transport 


depot. 

South Shields.—T.C. received sanction to erect 
central feeding centre. Plans by B.E, 

Sta .—Staffordshire E.C. propose school at 
Silkmore housing estate. Plans by A. C. H. 
pers (F.), County Ed. Architect, County- 

Stockport.—Parks Committee propose conver- 
sion of ‘ Heathfield,” Cale Green, into head- 
uarters and social centre—T.C. approved: 

ffices for the Direct Paper Supply Co., Ltd., 
12, St. Petersgate; erection of prefabricated 
building for temporary school at Broadstone 
Hall-rd. South, Broadstone, South Reddish. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—E.C. propose adaptation. of 
Bradwell House, Porhill, for remand home 
for girls. 

Tamworth.—TL.C. a. housing sites at 
Amington-rd, and Faze 

T den.—T.C. approved additions to Mono 
Cotton Mills, for Lancashire Cotton Corpora- 
tion, Ltd., Hopwood Hall, Hopwood, nr. Man- 
chester. 

Warrington.—_R.D.C. received approval of 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning for 
layout of land for houses.—E.C. propose two 
secondary schools. 

Warrington.—T.C. approved maternity home 
and laundry, at £52,500, and extensions to the 
Nurses’ Home, at £15,000; layout of Dallam 
Farm housing estate for 762 houses with shops, 
community centre, garages, schools, etc. 

West Hartlepool.— Ministry of Town and 
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Country. Planning approved conversion of 
Owten Lodge into licensed premises for J. 
Nimmo & Son, Ltd. Plans A Kitching & Co., 
40, Albert-rd., ‘Middlesbrough. 

Wigan.—T.C. propose developing site at 
Laithwaite House Farm for housing estate. 

York.—Health —— tubercu- 
losis clinic at City General Hospital. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—E.C. propose dining-hall 
at Mossley-rd. eesl .—-T.C. propose dining- 
room at Town’s Yard, for Cleansing Dept. 

Chester.—Health Committee propose exten- 
sions at City Hospital kitchen, at £2,124. 

Glayton-le-Moors.— U.D.C. approved canteen 
aP Prospect Mill, for Spanjaard’s Prospect Mills, 


Lancashire.—E.C. propose kitchen and dining- 
room at Heginbottom Junior Technical schoo 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Ormskirk. — E.C. propose 
Melling Parish Hall for dining-room 

Prestwich. rg propose dining- hall at R.C. 
schools, at £900. 

Salford.—E.0. propose school 
—— children 

Salford.—E.C. “propose : Extensions to kitchen 
at Pendleton High school; conversion of Ho 
Congreggtional unday-sehool for, schoo! meals 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
; Denotes com subd. % fe ye ation. 
Denotes accepted overnment 
departments. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—Painting of 94 houses at 
Hadfield-cres. estate, for Honsing Committee. 
J. Lowe, i—_ Manager, 63, Warrington- 
st.: *F. & J. Pilling & Bros., Lid., 19, Birch- 
la., Longsight, Manchester 13. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Extensions at Risedale 
Hospital, for T.C. L. Wooldridge, B.S.: 
*Nicholson & Wright, Lid., Hindpool-rd., 
Barrow-in-Furness, £1,870. 

Blackpool.—Offices : #R. Fielding & Sons, Ltd., 
Stanhope-rd. Works, Blackpool. 

2H. Peers & Co., 


fm gay of 


canteen for 


Bolton.—Works additions: 
Ltd., Elton-st., Mill-hill, Bol 
Darwen.—Constraction of pump-house and 
laying approximately 2,000 lin. yards of 9-in. 
diameter main and ancillary work, for T.C. 


G. Ashton, B.S.: #A. Brett (Contractors), Ltd., 
Woodlands, Longridge- rd.,  Grimsargh, nr. 
Preston. 


Grantham.—aAlterations to public conveniences 
at Car Park, for T.C. J. L. Bleazard, B.E.: 
*Brown & Webb, Union-st., Grantham, £336. 
GLondon (Air Ministry). —List of new contracts 
i value of £500 or over for week ended October 


3 eee work: Benham & Sons, Lid., 
London, W.1. 
Heating and hot-water supply work: J. 


Jeffreys & Co., , London, 8.E.1. 

Electrical work: Wessex Electricity Co., 
Lymington, Hants. 

Surface dressing work: Irish Roads (Belfast), 
Ltd., Belfast; J. J . Scallon & Sons, Ltd., Irvines- 
town, N. Ireland. 

General maintenance work: Coulson & Son, 
Ltd., mena Hawkins Bros., Ltd., Bourne- 
mout 

Erection -, Rpg oo steelwork: C. Miskin & 
Sons, Albans, Herts. 

{London Siiainietry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W. during week ending October 


Essex: Building work, A. J. Arnold, Ltd., 
Market-rd., Chelmsford. 

Hampshire : Building work, Healy & Evans, 
180, London-rd., Portsmouth. 

Lancs: Building work, W. Lionel Gray (1933), 
1s... Hospital-bldgs., Darley, Farnworth, 
ancs. 
Northumberland ; pend work, Stephen 
Buy, Ltd.,.224, Westg ate-rd., Newcastie-on-Tyne. 
Wigtownshire : Civ engineering; James Miller 
& Partners, 88, Hanover-st., Edinburgh; Hugh 
Leggat, Ltd., ‘Barrhead, Glasgow. 

Yorks: Building work, Coenen 8 “Coates, Ltd., 


North Ormesby, iddlesbrough : ¥ King & 
Sons, Ltd., Westbourne-gr., North Ormesby, 
Middlesbrough. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 


rye by War Dept., for week ended October 

 Gabbitead: Hatting (erection), 
Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, Lancs. 

Lines Hutting (erection) and building work, 
R. Phillip & Sons, Ltd., Brigs, Lincs. 

Sat oy electrical work, B. French, Ltd., 
Kidderminster. 

Montgomeryshire; Roadwork, John McGeoch 
& Sons, Ltd., Wallasey, Ches 

Northamptonshire : Roadwork, Scudamore & 
Luck, Ltd., Northampton. 

Oxfordshire: Miscellaneous work, H. J. & A. 
Wright, Ltd., Great Missenden, Bucks. 


G. & J. 
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_ Somerset: Heating work, Arthur Scull & Hill (F.), City A E. E. 


Son, Ltd., Clifton, Bristol 8. 


Manchester.—Workshop, for T.C. G. Noel 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 








FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941—856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942—1,612 


MEMBERSHIP TO DATE—4,006 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATH, BRISTOL, CARDIFF, EXETER, FROME, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, HULL. MANCHESTER, 
MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH. 
SALISBURY, TORQUAY and WELLINGBOROUGH. 


(Many Branches in course of formation) 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 





THE BUILDER 


-; ¥*E, Coleman, Ltd., 
Washway-rd., Sale (in liei of tender previously 
accepted). 

Manchester.—Additions to dairy, for Mayfair 
Sterilised Milk Co., id.: *E. Wood & 
Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, Manchester 17; 
additions, _ Chorlton-cum-Hardy: A.  Hod- 
kinson, Ltd., ,  Greenhill-st., Hulme, 
Manchester 15; additions for Duncan & Foster, 

: *J. Webster (Builders), Ltd., 57, Park- 
la., Whitefield, Manchester. 

‘Musselburgh.—Various works in connection 
with erection of 47 houses at Linkfield-rd. (Ash- 
grove), for T.C. R, Blyth, Director of Housing, 
Municipal Offices. Quantities by Peter Law- 
rence & Co., Edinburgh, Excavated concrete 
and brick: *Modern Homes (Edinburgh), Ltd., 
4, Melville-cres., Edinburgh. Slater and rough- 
cast work: *J. Cunningham, 33, Eskview-ter., 
Musselburgh. Patent concrete floor: #A. A. 
ns, Ltd., 2230, London-rd., Carmyle, 
Glasgow,  E.2 omposition floor finish: 
*Connor Floors (Scotland), Ltd., 15, Blyths- 
wood-sq., Glasgow, C.2. Steel windows: 
*Crittall Manufacturing Co., 28, Royal Ex- 
change-sq., Glasgow, C.1, 

Tynemouth.—Erection of clothing disposal 
depot at West Chirton Trading estate, for 
Ministry of Supply: *Lindsay Parkinson & Co., 
Ltd. (estimated cost, £400,000). 

Wigan.—Erection of works: #J. Walkden & 
Sons, Wigan-la, Wigan. 

Worksop.—Construction of roads and sewers 
at Manton, for T.C. C. O. Allsopp, B.E.: 
tDirect Labour Department, Worksop Corpora- 
tion, £42,141. 


Linseed Oil for Putty. 

The National Federation of Associated 
Paint, Colour and Varnish Manufacturers 
of the United Kingdom write from Cots- 
wold, Pixham-lane, Dorking, Surrey: 

As firms concerned have already been 
informed by the National Association of 
Putty Manufacturers, under the scheme 
agreed to by the Ministries of Food, 
Works and Supply, linseed oil will be 
made available for the manufacture of 
putty for all home trade purposes from 
November 1. Releases will generally be 
made on a replacement basis, the 














STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











= 
|e ccevercceccocosse ne: 


HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHTS IMPROVED ANDALSC 


SHORLAND'S PATENT WARM AIR 
VENTILATING PATTERNS. 


GEO.WRIGHT (LONDON) LY? 
19 NEWMAN SY. OXFORD ST. LONDON.W.!. 


October 27 1944 


quantity of medium contained in the 
putty delivered to buyers other than 
putty makers on contracts of sale in the 
month but one previous os taken as 
the basis for the quantity of linseed oil 
released foranyparticularmonth. Monthly 
returns of this medium should be made 
to reach this office not later than the 
14th day of the intermediate month on 
forms which will be circulated in due 
course. For the first month of Novem- 
ber, however, the basis will be the aver. 
age medium content of such dispatches 
in the months July, August and Septem- 
ber, 1944. No return need be made of 
the utility medium used during these 
three months, as details are being obtained 
from the suppliers. A return, however, 
should be made of any medium other 
than utility which has been sold and 
delivered in putty peters, those three 
months. Linseed oil should be included 
in this return if it has been used. 











C. H. COATES 
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BUILDERS AND PUBLIC 
WORKS CONTRACTORS 








LONDON 
OFFICES 


WINDSOR HOUSE 


VICTORIA ST., S.W.1 
ABBEY 1800 


WORKS 
OFFICES 
DAVIS ROAD 
SURBITON, SURREY 








ELMBRIDGE 5878 
Boyle's «aicrump~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel: Addiscombe 1133 




















GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


BROTHERS 


give notice that on 
and after 3rd Nov. their 
New. Offices will be 


at 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN 


WCl 
Telephone : 


CHAncery 7901-3 

















} | WE HAVE REPAIRED OVER 
4000 


PROPERTIES 


in the London area. Consult us now 
; about restorin 
houses nowa 


our Factory or 
Lees the wor ene! 





wem NEGUS trp. 


Station Works: KING JAMES ST.,S.E1.(WAT.5474) 
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